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ANNUAL CONFERENCE SESSION 1 

 2 

The Indiana Annual Conference Session gathers our clergy and lay leadership together to 3 

provide a connection for ministry beyond the local church (Mission) and to facilitate a connection 4 

of vibrant congregations with ways to transform the world by doing no harm, doing good, and 5 

staying in love with God (Vision). 6 

 7 

2018 Priorities     See all the People   Matthew 9:35-38   8 

We focused on key priorities of having a clear, compelling theme (which was also supported by 9 

the global church); providing strong leadership through speakers, particularly emerging leaders 10 

and youth, and workshops; recognizing the General Conference delegation with prayer; creating 11 

more space for conversation and prayer throughout our time together; hospitality that was 12 

extended to all those who passed through the area where we were; witnessing through shared 13 

water bottles in the community; and a focus on some celebration and fun.  Overall, the AC 14 

Session in 2018 made it a priority to have a balance of worship, business and fellowship. 15 

 16 

2019 Priorities 17 

This year will include an election of delegates for the 2020 General Conference.  Electronic 18 

voting will take place during the plenary sessions beginning on Friday for the election, as well as 19 

using these devices for voting on other items during the conference starting Thursday morning.  20 

We are grateful to IU Health for their financial support of these devices.  We have allocated 21 

much decision making time to the various petitions that will be brought before us this year. 22 

 23 

Our speakers for worship this year will be Pastor Rudy Rasmus, Houston (Opening Worship, 24 

Wednesday evening);  Bishop Julius Trimble (Celebration of Ministry, Thursday evening); Rev. 25 

Karen Koelsch (Celebration of Life, Friday evening); and Bishop Michael Coyner (Prayer 26 

breakfast, Saturday morning).   Michael Warner and Michelle Knight will be leading us in Bible 27 

study and guided prayer throughout the conference.  There will be many ways that we will 28 

remember our theme through outward and visible focus on water within the worship center. 29 

 30 

Community outreach will be across the state through Briana’s Hope, addressing the opioid crisis 31 

with lap blankets and a conference wide offering.  Our prayer is that this Wildly Important Goal 32 

(WIG) will have 100% of our churches/pastors engaged in this life-giving ministry for Jesus 33 

Christ. 34 

 35 

A special time of fellowship will occur Wednesday evening at an ice cream social, sponsored by 36 

Church Mutual.  There will also be times to gather for conversation at various sponsored meals, 37 

during breaks, and in the vendor display area.  In addition, the Prayer Room will be moving back 38 

to its original location on the first floor across from the Vendor Area.  With an emphasis on 39 

prayer for this conference, our hope is that everyone will take some time to visit the room for 40 

prayer and reflection. 41 

 42 

Our work with the technical production aspects are always in a never ending improvement mode 43 

and have begun with our team and Markey’s.  Adjustments to the room layout, stage, screens, 44 

sound management and reporting templates have been made. 45 

 46 

The Conference Communications Team is sending out news of the conference and pre-47 

conference briefings have been scheduled to prepare for this year’s conference.  In addition, 48 



2 

 

information will be provided concerning next year’s location at Indiana Wesleyan University in 1 

Marion.  Daily reports and a summary of the entire conference will be provided as sharable 2 

resources for congregations. The United Methodist Financial Credit Union has generously 3 

agreed to sponsor the Program and Worship Guide, which will be handed out to members during 4 

the Annual Conference Session. 5 

 6 

Overall Impact Those who attend the conference are equipped throughout the conference to 7 

incorporate the theme and text of the conference into their local ministry. Resources are 8 

provided, stories are shared, and there will be reflection on the theme during Charge 9 

Conferences.  10 

 11 

Budget  The Indiana Annual Conference Session focuses on Making Disciples, Developing 12 

Leaders, Supporting Transformational Ministry, and Connecting Resources to equip local 13 

congregations to look outward and connect to the their communities.    14 

 15 

Conference funds – $210,000 16 

Other income, registration fees, gifts – $120,000 17 

 18 

Karen Powell, Chairperson  19 


