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COMMISSION ON ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 1 

 2 

The theme of this year's Annual Session is: "from WATER to Witness" which is taken from 3 

Ephesians 4:5. Wanting to relate the ongoing mission and vision and goals of the 4 

Commission on Archives and History (CA&H) to these thoughts from Our Bible seemed to 5 

be a good starting point. I've used the Good News Bible as my guide. Verse 4 of Paul's 6 

Letter to the Ephesians is titled "The Unity of the Body". Passage 5 states: "There is one 7 

Lord, one faith, one baptism." Passage 6 continues ''there is one God and Father of all 8 

mankind, who is Lord of all, works through all and is in all". 9 

 10 

Basically and simply this means that "We are the children of God" or more precisely '"We are 11 

ALL the children of God". Our Methodist leadership must realize how important this is to the 12 

growth and outreach of Methodism as we know it and as we go forward. 13 

 14 

This struck an accord in my mind with one of the large projects of the CA&H in 2018 which 15 

was the "Celebration of 50 Years of the United Methodist Church.” In fact, efforts of our 16 

members' research and documentation of this great historical event that merged the 17 

Evangelical Brethren Church and the Methodist Church to become one of the largest and 18 

strongest Protestant denominations in our country. It was a blessing that brought together 19 

and united local churches, their congregations and their pastors from each faith, into one body 20 

that became a strong and contributing factor to each of their local communities. It was also a 21 

factor in strengthening of both denominations as to worship facilities, campgrounds, 22 

seminaries and colleges. Yes, there were problems as we discovered in our studies but we 23 

became a better religious factor as we worked as one to solve these problems. It also 24 

created stronger and more relevant Conferences as well as the various Jurisdictions and 25 

the General Conference. Much of our study and research on this merger became the basis 26 

by which the Indiana Conference communication services were able to relate this portion of 27 

Indiana Methodism. 28 

 29 

I hope those of you who attended the 2018 Annual Session were able to be in attendance at 30 

our brief video and informational coverage from the floor of the Annual Session. We felt very 31 

proud and privileged to be chosen to make this presentation - we feel that was an honor for 32 

our efforts. We are also always pleased with those of you who visited the exhibition floor 33 

booth provided by the Commission on Archives and History (CA&H), the Joint Archives of 34 

DePauw University and Indiana Methodism (JAC) and the Indiana United Methodist Historical 35 

Society (IUMHS). Your time at our booth is important to us and also to your local church - 36 

we have great discussions and do benefit from your questions as it leads us to new projects 37 

to benefit Indiana Methodism. The CA&H and the JAC is funded by the Indiana Conference 38 

UMC through their Office of Connectional Ministries. The IUMHS is a separate but greatly 39 

involved membership group of local church laity and pastors from the entire state. These 3 40 

groups are all involved in one common goal - to closely work together to tell the story of 41 

Indiana Methodism - who we were, who we are and who we will be. 42 

 43 

The United Methodist Book of Discipline is the authority of our denomination, our book of 44 

rules and law. This Book states that "There shall be a Commission on Archives and History 45 

in each UMC Conference, including the General Conference.” 46 

 47 

Since we are historians, I will bore you with a little history. Ten years ago, our then Bishop, 48 

Michael Coyner, created the Indiana Conference UMC by merging the North Indiana 49 

Conference and the South Indiana Conference into one. It was the Bishop's insight that led 50 
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to the thinking that this would strengthen Indiana Methodism. He also had the theory that the 1 

strength of the new Conference would be in reaching out to the local churches and their 2 

congregations to create an awareness in each of them that they were a part of our great 3 

church family. These 1,100+ churches represented Methodism in each of their 4 

neighborhoods, town and cities and we needed to make them aware of their importance to 5 

their community; its past, its present and its future. 6 

 7 

This was the Bishop's challenge to the Commission. From our inception we knew we had to 8 

organize, reach out to all local churches and have them pose the questions: "Who are we?" 9 

"why are we here?" "where are we going?" The words history and archives have the connotation 10 

of boxes of records, shelves of dusty books somewhere in the attic or basement of their 11 

church - is was not too inspiring for action. 12 

 13 

The Commission realized that we had to re-brand each church's thinking to answer these 14 

questions. It was for this reason that The History, Heritage and Legacy Initiative of the 15 

Commission on Archives and History became our action program to take to these local 16 

churches and congregation to develop a pride in their church that would lead to vitality and 17 

growth. 18 

 19 

We have initiated, developed and presented several programs that are ongoing year to year 20 

such as the Local Church Historian of the Year Award, the Annual Session booth on the 21 

exhibit floor in conjunction with the Joint Archives and the IUMHS, and regional Historians’ 22 

workshops. Of important and special note is our annual promotion and encouragement of 23 

the local churches to plan and present a Heritage Sunday program in their church mailings 24 

and contacts relating to their history and having a special part of the Sunday service 25 

dedicated to this. Heritage Sunday in the UMC is the Sunday before Aldersgate Day, May 26 

24, a very special day to honor the heritage of the Methodist movement. We maintain a listing 27 

and information on each local church's special anniversaries and events. We also offer those 28 

churches program help in planning these events. We give special recognition each year to 29 

our Centennial Churches. We worked with the 2016 Indiana Bicentennial Committee to 30 

identify the 29 Bicentennial Methodist churches that were chartered before Indiana became 31 

a state and are still active United Methodist churches. We constantly update the INUMC 32 

website with information on Indiana Methodist Historical Sites with a map and brochures. 33 

 34 

We actively support the North Central Jurisdiction A&H by having representation each year 35 

at their Annual Convocation and were the hosts for this event in Indianapolis 5 years ago. It 36 

was attended by Bob Williams, the General Secretary of the GCAH at that time. 37 

 38 

We are extremely proud of the fact that our CA&H member, Richard Stowe, who also served 39 

a two year term as the Indiana Conference Historian was the leader in the historical research 40 

that documented the astounding fact that Helenor Alter Davisson was the first woman 41 

ordained in the Methodist tradition. This was in 1866. She was the daughter of a Methodist 42 

circuit rider near Rensselaer in Jasper County, Indiana. Her ordination and the related story 43 

are now recognized by the General Conference Archives and History as is the 5 Site Cluster 44 

in that area relating to this. These are now an Indiana Methodist Historic Site. There was a 45 

ceremony for this presentation with Bishop Coyner and Fred Day, the current General 46 

Secretary of the GCAH presiding. 47 

 48 

This amazing story was considered for selection as a Methodist Historical Landmark by the 49 

Quadrennial General Conference in 2016. One of the prime programs of the Commission 50 
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for 2019 has been to re-work and re-submit our presentation for the General Conference 1 

to again consider the Helenor Alter Davisson story and the 5 Site Cluster for this honor in 2 

2020. This has placed the Indiana Conference UMC in an enviable position with both the 3 

GCAH and the General Conference UMC 4 

 5 

The Local Church Historian's School has achieved fantastic success in the area of training 6 

church historians to return to their local church and a develop a quality program involving 7 

all age groups in their church to become a church family that makes the congregation want 8 

to know and tell their story. This was due to the wonderful effort of Richard Stowe. He 9 

planned, programed and promoted a unique online course of study for interested people. It  10 

was offered as a free, work at your own pace from your home educational opportunity and 11 

the reception of these historians was way beyond our belief. When it was offered to the 12 

Indiana churches, we receive about a 150 inquiries, had 75 enrollees and over 50 received 13 

their Certification. With that success, a second offering of the course was made to The 14 

Indiana Conference but we also broadened the scope to include other Conferences in 15 

several states plus 2 foreign requests. Again we were amazed at the response, participation 16 

and great review of this program. We initiated contact with Fred Day, the General Secretary 17 

of the General Conference Archives and History since he was impressed with this unique 18 

program that had become so far reaching with feedback 19 

from all around the General Conference. Currently, the GCAH has appointed a review 20 

committee to determine if the Indiana Conference Local Church Historian's School could 21 

become an offering of the General Conference Archives and History. This is definitely on 22 

our 2019 schedule to follow through with this and to make it happen. What a benefit it will 23 

be to all of the General Conference's local churches and congregations. 24 

 25 

We are proud that our efforts have put the name of the Indiana Conference high on the 26 

General Conference's recognition list. 27 

 28 

Two of our CA&H members have gained recognition in 2019 as authors with prominent book 29 

signings: 30 

 Wesley Wilson, the Archivist at our Joint Archives, was honored with a signing by the 31 

Kent State University Press for his historical work - James Riley Weaver's Civil War.  32 

 Rev. Riley B. Case was honored with a signing by the Indiana State Historical Society 33 

based on the life of Eli Farmer, a Methodist circuit rider, titled Faith and Fury. 34 

 35 

I should mention that we are members and supporters of the United Methodist Historical 36 

Society, a national association who annually gives 2 awards in the field of Methodist history. 37 

We have had 2 members of the INUMC CA&H win these singular awards:  38 

 Saddlebag Selection - best book on United Methodist history, biography or theology. 39 

This was won by Jennifer Woodruff Tait. 40 

 Ministry of Memory - recognizes excellence in archival and historical work for the 41 

local church, annual conference or jurisdictional conference. This was won by John 42 

Baughman, PhD. 43 

 44 

Additionally, I hope that all readers of this report realize that the Archives of DePauw 45 

University and Indiana Methodism is rated as one of the top Conference Archives in the 46 

United States. This reflects favorably on our Archivist, Wesley Wilson, who was recently 47 

honored with the granting of the prestigious Sister M. Claud Lane O.P. Award for 48 
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outstanding service in the field of archives and special collections. 1 

 2 

Of course, we are currently developing our theme and preparing our presentation for the 3 

2019 Annual Session in June. Stop by and see us at our exhibit floor booth, bring your 4 

questions and mention your problems - together we can learn and arrive at solutions. As 5 

ever, the CA&H is there to help and benefit the local churches and congregations.  You are 6 

the most important people that make up Indiana Methodism. 7 

 8 

One last item that we are extremely excited about as a 2019 CA&H project - we will be 9 

petitioning the INUMC to establish an Indiana Conference UMC Heritage Church Award. 10 

This will be a designation and distinction of the highest honor that can be earned by a local 11 

Methodist church and its congregation. The Indiana Conference Commission on Archives 12 

and History will establish the prerequisites and requirements that must be met by the local 13 

church and congregation to be considered for this award. We will ask the 10 District offices 14 

and staff to help the CA&H promote this to their local churches and congregations. 15 

Churches that have met these standards will then be certified by the INUMC Commission 16 

on Archives and History and passed on to the Office of Connectional Ministries and the 17 

Indiana Conference UMC for the granting of their approval. There will be a presentation 18 

each year at the INUMC Annual Session of those select local churches with a plaque or a 19 

framed certificate and with appropriate praise for the attainment of this high honor. The 20 

Methodist Archives will maintain an ongoing archival record of these local churches 21 

designated as an Indiana Conference UMC Heritage Church. The Indiana Conference UMC 22 

communication outlets will be used to single out these special achieving local churches. 23 

 24 

It is our hope that this program can be extended to other Conferences, Jurisdictions, the 25 

General Commission on Archives and History and the General Conference UMC. This is 26 

another way in which the Indiana Conference will be viewed by our peers. 27 

 28 

Dr.Donald C. Findlay 29 

Chair 30 


