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THE UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION OF INDIANA, INC. 1 
 2 

The United Methodist Foundation of Indiana, Inc. (UMFI) fuels the 3 
future of ministry in Indiana through our partnership with local 4 
churches and the Indiana United Methodist Conference.  We are 5 

able to provide resources for missions and ministry which change lives 6 
around the world.  We do that through stewardship education, endowment management and 7 
investment opportunities for local congregations. 8 
 9 
In 2018, the United Methodist Foundation of Indiana, Inc. (UMFI) partnered with more than 200 10 
local churches, boards and agencies of the Indiana Conference.  We can’t begin to tell you how 11 
many lives have been changed through these partnerships, because we are but a small part of 12 
each of their stories.  13 
  14 
We help churches build capacity in their ministries with stewardship training and development 15 
of planned giving ministries.  Glenn Howell, our Development Director and experienced pastor, 16 
writes a bi-weekly blog on stewardship, offers stewardship mentoring to congregations and leads 17 
workshops in annual campaigns, capital campaigns and other related areas.   18 
 19 
In 2018, the Foundation received over $249,000 in gifts from 28 different donors.  Most of 20 
these gifts were directed toward specific ministries or endowments.  It is through these donors 21 
and the hundreds before them that we were able to distribute over $567,000 in grants to 22 
ministries in Indiana this year.   23 

 24 
One of these donations was a wonderful legacy gift from Francis Urbain, 25 
a lifelong member of Lawrence UMC.  Members of Francis’ family were 26 
founding members of Lawrence UMC and in honor and recognition of the 27 
devotion to developing new communities of faith, he created an endowment 28 
from his estate to fund new church starts in Indiana.   Francis named the 29 
endowment “The Curtis-Urbain Legacy Endowment” in honor of his 30 
parents Elsie (Curtis) and Paul Urbain. 31 

 32 
While we cannot list everyone, who has donated in the past, we can share those who made 33 
donations in 2018.  In many instances, these donations created trusts or endowments, like 34 
Francis Urbain, that will generate funds for future ministries.   35 
 36 

2018 DONORS 37 

Acton UMC  Ken & Sandy Grubb  Rev. Dr. Oscar Mathura 

Naomi Blaising Family Trust  Tom Heck  Lisa Morris 

Monte Chamberlin  Kristie Hill  Mitch Norwood 

John & Carol Clay  Indiana UM Conference  June & David VW Owen 

Mark and Barbara Dicken  Shelley Johnson  Jan Passmore 

Karla Elliott  Warren Kirk  Gene Robbins 

Julie Forcum  Melissa Kleinschmidt  Manet Shettle 

James Gentry  Lafayette Christ UMC  Toyota Motor Engineering 

Cameron R. Gongwer  Ligonier UMC  Wisconsin UM Foundation Inc 

Donald Griffith     

Francis, Elsie & Paul 

Urbain 
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 1 
One of the most satisfying activities of our ministry are the grants we disburse from the 2 
endowments and trusts donors have created.  These visionaries saw the need for ministry far 3 
beyond their lives and created a means to be an active part of these ministries long after they 4 
passed.  Many of the grants are for local congregations or ministries the donor identified when 5 
they created the fund.   6 
 7 
The variety of ministries our local congregations manage is astounding.  8 
Among the 49 grant applications we received, College Avenue in Muncie, 9 
had a new twist on a recurring idea.  They installed a solar powered 10 
watering system to irrigate their 4,500 square foot mission garden, 11 
providing over 1,500 pounds of fresh produce to food pantries in their 12 
community.   13 
 14 
Thirty-four churches and agencies received grants; following is a list of those churches and 15 
ministries.   16 
 17 

2018 GRANT RECIPIENTS 18 

Aldersgate UMC, Evansville  Otwell UMC 

Avondale UMC, Muncie  Parker City UMC 

Bethel UMC, Anderson  Pittsboro UMC 

College Av., Muncie  Riverside UMC, Muncie 

Community UMC, Vincennes  Rooted Community Church UMC, Lebanon 

Corinth UMC, Muncie  Ruter Chapel UMC, Vevay 

Epworth UMC, Indianapolis  Sellersburg UMC 

Fishers UMC  Smith Valley UMC, Indianapolis 

Global Resource Connections  Southport UMC, Indianapolis 

Huntingburg UMC  St Andrew UMC, Indianapolis 

Indiana Conference UMC  St Paul UMC, Poseyville 

Indiana UM Pathfinder  Star City UMC 

Meese Chapel UMC, Auburn  The Compass, Selma, Winchester, Yorktown 

Mulberry UMC  Trinity UMC, Huntington  

Namunkanaga Children Health Centre  Trinity UMC, Lafayette 

Nine Mile UMC, Ft. Wayne  White River Chapel UMC, Petersburg 
 19 
The Investment Service Fund is the pool of market-based assets UMFI manages on behalf of 20 
local congregations.  These funds represent endowments and other funds held by our local 21 
churches from their planned giving ministries.  We provide access to funds that are screened 22 
to be in compliance with the Social Principles of the UMC.  While not investing in specific 23 
industries, these funds also actively promote ministry and positive social changes through 24 
shareholder advocacy.  These funds offer a variety of investment options including equity, fixed 25 
income and blended funds which can be used to lower the risk of investing. UMFI manages $47 26 
million of investments on behalf of 208 congregations and ministries in our Conference.  This is 27 
in addition to the $20 million of endowments, trusts and other funds UMFI manages on behalf 28 
of our donors.   29 
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This is a summary of the services UMFI is currently providing and how they have helped local 1 
congregations to change lives.  A fundamental principle of UMFI is to continually seek new ways 2 
to serve the needs of local congregations and the Conference.   3 
 4 
UMFI is an independent supporting ministry in the Conference and receives no tithe support 5 
from the Indiana Annual Conference.  The 2018 budget was funded by the management fees of 6 
the various services we provide and donations to support our operations.  Total income 7 
generated through fees and donations was $1,134,068. The grants provided are funded solely 8 
from endowments and donations made for those purposes.  None of the fees are used for grants.  9 
A copy of our audit is available upon request and more information about UMFI is available in 10 
our Annual Report.  Please stop by our booth at Annual Conference for your copy. 11 
 12 
UMFI and The Indiana Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church share a covenant 13 
agreement.  As part of that agreement the Annual Conference affirms a slate of incoming board 14 
members.   The Loan & Savings Ministry and UMFI merged their boards to function as one board 15 
in 2018.  This will allow for better stewardship of the time and talents of our leadership as well 16 
as better alignment within these ministries.  The UMFI board is made up of between 15 to 21 17 
members, currently there are 19 members and an additional 2 ex-officio members without vote.  18 
Our by-laws limit the number of clergy to no more than 20% and require that at least 60% of 19 
our members be United Methodist.  Currently 14% of our board members are active elders in 20 
our Conference and 100% of our board are United Methodist.  Members are elected for a three-21 
year term and can only serve three consecutive terms.  This year we must say farewell to Jan 22 
Passmore and two founding members of our board, Nancy Raidy and Gene Robbins.  We would 23 
like to express our sincere gratitude to these board members for their dedicated service and 24 
guiding presence through the formation of UMFI.  The incoming member of the Loan & Savings 25 
board have been evenly distributed member classes. 26 
 27 

Motion: 28 
I respectfully submit for affirmation by the Annual Conference the following slate for the class 29 
of 2019-2022 for the Board of Directors of the United Methodist Foundation of Indiana, Inc, all 30 
of whom are returning board members: 31 
 32 

Monte Chamberlin, Teri Crouse, Jim Need, and Craig Wood.  33 

 34 
Manet Shettle 35 
President 36 


