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“Though we cannot think alike, may we not love 
alike? May we not be of one heart, though we 
are not of one opinion?  Without all doubt, we 
may. Herein all the children of God may unite, 
notwithstanding these smaller differences.” 

- John Wesley







Welcome  
Prayer  

Reflection



A Time of Silence, Prayer, and Listening  
  
Most holy and undivided Trinity:  Within the 
complexity of your Being there is unity; Yet from that 
unity flows forth diversity,  
And all taken together is wholeness. Share with us 
this mystery of your divine life, That we, despite our 
differences, may not be at odds, Competing for 
power, Struggling for prestige,  
But rather may we be at peace, whole as you are 
whole,  
Conscientious trustees of your reconciling love. 
Blessed are you in whose image we are made. Amen. 



[A moment of silence] 
  
- acknowledge that we are all carrying strong 
emotions with the outcome 
- we are a part of a diverse church, as such we 
each bring different viewpoints 
- hearts are deeply divided and people are hurting 
(on both sides) 
- It is okay to disagree, but we must exhibit grace 
and recognize the value of each person in our 
interactions with one another..



The Information 
The official summary of the General Conference 
(gathering) 
The General Conference included 864 delegates. 820 of 
which were present to vote. Some were unable to 
attend due to travel difficulties such as Visa issues. 
53% of the voting body approved the Traditional Plan.  

The vote passed by a difference of 54 votes, which 
shows that we are deeply divided.   
We have never been of one mind on human sexuality. 



For more information on the decisions made at 
2019 General Conference visit umc.org/decisions 

Read our Social Principles on Human Sexuality as 
stated in the Book of Discipline  

Clarify that this was not a ban on LGBTQ persons in 
the Church but rather about strengthening the 
accountability around our current language on 
human sexuality as outlined in our Book of 
Discipline.



 There is hope in people called United Methodist  

We are part of a beautiful, diverse Global church 
made up of 12.5 million members of different ages, 
races, ethnicities, and sexual orientations.  

You may be questioning – Who are these people called 
Methodists?  

John Wesley has said that a Methodist is one who is 
filled with the love God and love of neighbor. 



John Wesley never set out to start a new 
denomination but rather a movement to 
“reform the nation, particularly the church; 
and to spread scriptural holiness over the 
land.” (Book of Discipline, A Brief History of 
The United Methodist Church)



John Wesley believed in a Social Holiness. That 
holiness of life comes through being united in 
community with others. 



We always have been and will continue to be a people 
of grace. Wesley and the early Methodists were 
particularly concerned about inviting people to 
experience God’s grace and to grow in their 
knowledge and love of God through disciplined 
Christian living.  

They placed primary emphasis on Christian living, on 
putting faith and love into action. This emphasis on 
what Wesley referred to as “practical divinity” has 
continued to be a hallmark of United Methodism 
today.



The United Methodist Church has been through 
similar times of divisiveness. There was a time when 
our African American brothers and sisters were 
segregated; yet they stayed and remain part of our 
church.  For a time, women were not allowed to be 
in leadership; yet they stayed and remain part of 
our church.  

Our Church will persevere, regardless of what 
happens. 



As we enter into this season, each must discern for 
him or herself – pray for your church, listen to 
God’s voice, talk to others as you discern.  

Choosing to stay when things get difficult provides 
an opportunity for God to work and grow us in ways 
we never imagined. Though we may not all agree, 
we can still work and be in community together and 
be effective in ministry.



You can bring change to our church. If you want 
things to change there are ways you can get 
involved in your local church and in the greater 
Connection.  

Be patient while the church resolves all that 
happened. The Judicial Council will meet in April 
to discuss parts of the Traditional Plan that have 
been ruled unconstitutional.  



 What Happens Next?   

The Judicial Council, which is the denomination’s 
top court, meets April 23-25 to discuss legislation 
around the Traditional Plan that was ruled 
unconstitutional as part of a request for a 
declaratory decision that was passed during the 
2019 General Conference. 

Do we need to address what may change (though we 
won't really know)? What would stay the same? What 
does it mean to stay or leave the church? 
 



There will be briefings prior to Annual 
Conference (gathering information on 
these)  
 



What Can I Do Now?  
Pray – pray for your local church, pray for LGBTQ 
people in your community, pray for members of your 
church that you may not agree with, pray for our global 
church as we process the decision of the General 
Conference.  

Listen – Quiet your minds and hearts and make time and 
space to listen to the voice of God, grab coffee with 
someone who has a different viewpoint than you. 
Discern how you can be in relationship and conversation 
with those who you theologically disagree. 



Talk- Process with a friend, a pastor, mentor. Do not 
talk as a way to convince someone of your viewpoint 
but rather talk because God called us to be in 
community with one another and each are wrestling 
with the outcome of the General Conference.  

Share – Share your viewpoint with others. One of the 
beautiful parts of a diverse church is the variety of 
viewpoints we each bring to the table both personally 
and theologically. It is through shared discussion that 
we learn together and come one step closer to who 
God is calling us to be.  



Questions for reflection and conversation:  
What is one thing that you love about The United 
Methodist Church? 

What can you say to people when they ask about what 
happened?   

How are you processing what happened at General 
Conference?  

Inumc.org/gc2019 for a full summary 
Umc.org/decisions 



What’s Next –  

•Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for he 
Transformation of the world. 
•Loving God and loving our neighbors. 
•Seeking to be known by what we are for, not 
what we are against.



KEEP THE MAIN THING 
THE MAIN THING!



Live as those who are  
sent to connect 
People to Jesus


