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 2 

Fostering wisdom and courage 3 

Wesley Theological Seminary, celebrating its 60th year in Washington, DC, has equipped 4 

Christian leadership for nearly 150 years.  Wesley prepares students to lead innovative 5 

ministries while remaining grounded in biblical and theological traditions.  President David 6 

McAllister-Wilson writes in his new book, A New Church and a New Seminary, “Leadership 7 

requires a seminary to foster both wisdom and courage.”  8 

 9 

Wesley’s faculty is chosen to prepare these kinds of leaders.  In the past year, the seminary 10 

welcomed Academic Dean Phil Wingeier-Rayo, Ph.D. plus two new faculty, the Rev. Lorena 11 

Parrish, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Urban Ministries and Director of the Community 12 

Engagement Institute, and the Rev. Anna Petrin, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Worship and 13 

Chapel Elder. Learn more about all the remarkable scholars on Wesley’s faculty at 14 

https://www.wesleyseminary.edu/faculty-2/ 15 

 16 

Whether you are clergy or laity, an alumnus or a prospective student, looking for masters or 17 

doctoral work, or continuing education or simply deeper knowledge, Wesley stands ready to 18 

support you in your current and future call to ministry. Here are a few ways Wesley can help 19 

you grow in the wisdom of the faith and the courage to lead.    20 

 21 

Discover exciting pathways to seminary studies 22 

Wesley offers an 81-hour Master of Divinity, a 36-hour Master of Arts, and a 60-hour Master 23 

of Theological Studies. Wesley equips all those called to serve for ordained Elder and Deacon 24 

ministries or to other ministries beyond the pulpit.  25 

 26 

Some are able to take advantage of Wesley’s modern and affordable on-campus housing and 27 

food service to be full-time residential students, living in an exciting international capital.  But the 28 

seminary understands the struggle to balance life, family, ministry, and finances.  So, Wesley’s 29 

Master of Divinity degree can now be completed via online, weekend, short-term intensive, and 30 

weeknight courses in 5 years, designed for those with busy ministry, work, and family lives. 31 

Check out upcoming flexible course offerings for Summer and Fall 2019 at 32 

http://www.wesleyseminary.edu/admissions/try-a-class-3/ 33 

 34 

In Wesley’s 3+3 Fast Track B.A./M. Div. program, in partnership with Shenandoah University, 35 

students enter ministry with less debt after earning their degrees in six years. Learn more at 36 

www.wesleyseminary.edu/3+3degrees.  37 

 38 

Wesley provides more than $2 million dollars annually in scholarships thanks to the consistent 39 

support of graduates, congregations and friends.  Our new Generación Latinx Scholarship joins 40 

our many merit-based scholarships that enable students to afford seminary education.  The 41 

Community Engagement Institute at Wesley embraces a vibrant vision to be the premier learning 42 

center for churches and faith-based organizations who seek to innovatively engage their 43 

communities.   Wesley’s Community Engagement Fellows program prepares students to engage 44 

in entrepreneurial ministry. Generous stipends are available for each Fellow while they complete 45 

their M.Div. degree. Students can focus their fellowship on Public Theology, Urban Ministry or 46 

Missional Church.  Meet Wesley’s current Fellows at 47 

https://www.wesleyseminary.edu/admissions/community-engagement-fellows/ 48 
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Take your ministry to the next level 2 

Wesley is a leader in Doctor of Ministry programs in specialized tracks that can include 3 

international study.  Their 2020 tracks will include Church Leadership Excellence, offered in 4 

conjunction with Wesley’s internationally respected Lewis Center for Church Leadership and 5 

Life Together: Spirituality for Transforming Community, and a track designed for military 6 

chaplains. Find out more or apply at www.wesleyseminary.edu/doctorofministry/. 7 

 8 

Wesley also offers opportunities for individual study without pursuing a degree. The Certificate 9 

in Faith and Public Life explores the foundations of public theology, religious freedom, and civil 10 

discourse through graduate courses. For more information, 11 

visit www.wesleyseminary.edu/ice/programs/public-theology/public-life/ 12 

 13 

A Certificate in Wesleyan Studies is available online via the Wesley Theological Seminary Lay 14 

Academy. Topics include United Methodist identity, early church history, Christian ethics, 15 

interfaith relations, and the intersection of faith and science.  The courses can also be taken for 16 

personal education and enrichment. More information can be found 17 

at www.beadisciple.com/wesley/.   18 

 19 

Enrich your congregational outreach and explore new dimensions of ministry  20 

The Lewis Center for Church Leadership continues to be on the leading edge of research for 21 

the local church.  The Lewis Center’s Leading Ideas e-newsletter is now the go-to source for over 22 

20,000 people in ministry each week.  From this resource was launched a new podcast – Leading 23 

Ideas Talk. Sign up or listen at www.churchleadership.com/.  And look for new practical online 24 

courses at lewisonlinelearning.org.  25 

 26 

From their new location at The Methodist Building on Capitol Hill, the Center for Public Theology, 27 

under the leadership of Distinguished Professor of Public Theology Mike McCurry, equips 28 

pastors, seminarians, people of faith, and the media to create spaces for civil dialogue at the 29 

intersection of religion and politics. In its second year, the Center’s Faith and Public Life 30 

Immersion for undergraduates offers a week-long experience of study and encounters with 31 

public theologians and those advocating for justice in Washington. For more information, visit 32 

http://www.wesleyseminary.edu/ice/programs/public-theology/. 33 

 34 

The Luce Center for the Arts and Religion is the only seminary-based program uniting arts and 35 

theology. The Luce Center offers regular classes and workshops with visiting artists. For 36 

information on past and upcoming opportunities visit www.luceartsandreligion.org. 37 

 38 

The innovative online Health Minister Certificate Program prepares congregations for public 39 

health work in their parishes. Contact Tom Pruski at tpruski@wesleyseminary.edu for more 40 

information or to register for future certificate classes.  41 

 42 

The African American Church Studies Master of Divinity specialization gives contextual 43 

preparation for the opportunities and challenges our future leaders may encounter in African 44 

American churches, while the Public Theology specialization allows master’s degree students to 45 

gain community leadership and advocacy skills. Learn more at 46 

https://www.wesleyseminary.edu/admissions/african-american-church-studies/ or  47 

https://www.wesleyseminary.edu/ice/programs/public-theology/ 48 
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Through the Wesley Innovation Hub, a research project funded by the Lilly Endowment, the 2 

seminary is working with 20 local congregations to design innovative ministries as models for 3 

ministry by and for young adults. Follow the work and connect with resources 4 

www.wesleyseminary.edu/wesley-innovation-hub/.  5 

 6 

Stay connected 7 

Contact Wesley at (202) 885-8659 or admissions@wesleyseminary.edu about how Wesley’s 8 

degree programs can equip you for your next step in ministry. 9 

 10 

Ready to join in Wesley’s mission? Find out more about how you can be part of the future of 11 

Wesley at www.wesleyseminary.edu/support/.   Join the Wesley Community online via Wesley’s 12 

social media, www.facebook.com/wesleyseminary/, on Instagram at wesleyseminary, and on 13 

Twitter at WesleyTheoSem or sign up for our electronic newsletter, eCalling, at 14 

www.wesleyseminary.edu/ecalling.  15 

 16 

The Rev. Dr. David McAllister-Wilson 17 

President 18 
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