
1 
 
Milestone Moments  

September 9, 2018 

 

Sheri: “Today is your big moment. Moments, really. The life you’ve been waiting for is 
happening all around you… You have stories worth telling, memories worth remembering, 
dreams worth working toward, a body worth feeding, a soul worth tending, and beyond that, 
the God of the universe dwells within you… You are more than dust and bones. You are spirit 
and power and image of God. And you have been given today.”1 “When a person reaches a 
milestone, that growth is celebrated as praise for how God is working”2 in the person and as 
motivation to continue walking the path.  

 

Tom: “In the lives of Jesus and his followers, we note major life transitions that made prophets 
out of carpenters, disciples out of fishermen, evangelists out of broken women. In most cases, 
these events were witnessed by and celebrated in the company of [others], many of whom 
were then drawn into an ever-widening community of companionship.”3 We remember 
“Mary’s presentation of Jesus in the Temple forty days after his birth, with the prophetic and 
pastoral support of [Anna and Simeon].”4 We remember “Jesus’ teaching in the Temple, when 
he and his parents became separated and they could not find him. This passage from 
childhood dependency to a new independence was witnessed and supported by a community 
on pilgrimage to and from Jerusalem.”5 “We are so interconnected by the Holy Spirit, that a 
transition in one member’s life affects the whole Christian community.”6  

Scripture passage: Philippians 4:4-9 
4 Rejoice[c] in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.[d] 5 Let your 
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about 
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. 

                                                             
1 (Niequist, 2010, p. 18) 
2 (Church, 2018) 
3 (Church Publishing Incorporated, 2007, p. 3) 
4 (Ibid., p. 4) 
5 (Ibid.) 
6 (Ibid.) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+4&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29430c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+4&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29430d
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8 Finally, beloved,[e] whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is 
just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if 
there is any excellence and if there (Niequist, 2010) is anything worthy of 
praise, think about[f] these things. 9 Keep on doing the things that you have 
learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will 
be with you.7 
Jen: Milestones mark the transition from one stage of life into another. With every transition 
something is lost and something is gained, something ends and something begins. Take a 
moment to reflect on the milestones that have occurred to you in 2018 or will occur in the 
remaining days of 2018.  

“Today we are marking our path.”8 What rites of passage are we celebrating? Think about 
what you celebrate today, and feel free to share with those around you. Those who contacted 
me or the office are welcome to come forward at this time. (wedding anniversaries, transitions 
into new schools, youth getting drivers’ licenses, a job promotion and raise, retirement, 3rd 
graders receiving Bibles, an anniversary of moving to America, an induction into National 
Honor Society, and a health milestone of completing 12 weeks of cardiac rehab.) 

“Today, we are gaining strength to help us move forward with affirmation and confidence in 
who we are becoming.”9  

We remember God’s faithfulness, 

We celebrate God’s presence, 

We anticipate the future fulfillment of God’s promises.10 

As we honor each of these milestones with a prayer of blessing, you are welcome to stand if 
the milestone also pertains to you.  

Sheri:  

For those who have started at a new school, be it preschool, those who have transitioned into 
middle school or high school, or have started a new school for other reasons, we pray:  

Gracious God, you have promised to keep us safe and holy. Be present with these children and 
youth in the start of this new school year. Let them know you hear their fears, worries, and 

                                                             
7 NRSV 
8 (Anderson, 2011) 
9 (Ibid.) 
10 Adapted from “It’s Just a Phase…” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+4&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29434e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+4&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29434f
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excitement. Give them an open and eager mind. Protect them from temptation. Guide them 
with your love throughout this school year and always. Amen.11 

Sheri: 

For those who have earned their drivers’ licenses, including [Name], we pray:   

Gracious God, your children, [Name and Name], have come to an occasion of great privilege 
and responsibility. In the new freedoms which driving affords them, help them to remember all 
of us who love them and are trusting them to drive safely, wisely, and kindly. In all the journeys 
of their life, go with them and bear them up with your sheltering love. And may this adventure 
be only one of thousands in which your gifts of freedom and care go hand-in-hand to bless 
them; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.12  

We also honor [Name] and others who have been inducted into the National Honor Society. Let 
us pray: 

Loving God, we thank you for times in our lives when we can celebrate our accomplishments. 
Thank you for the gifts and abilities you have given [Name] that enabled this achievement, one 
that would not have been possible had it not been for you. With gratefulness, we acknowledge 
your presence and guidance in our lives. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.13 

Tom:  

We honor [Name] who celebrates retirement after having served [# of years] at [place] as a 
[job title]. We also honor those who have also or will retire in 2018. We pray: 

O God, you called Abraham and Sarah away from all they knew and into a distant land, where 
they were blessed to be a blessing. Empower those who have been blessed with a lifetime of 
work to be a blessing in retirement. May we all walk boldly into the future, blessed to be a 
blessing. Amen.14  

 

60 years ago, [Name] came to America from [place]. This milestone is important for a number 
of reasons. She shared with us that it usually takes three generations for children to be 
successful in society, but with having her husband Tom in her life, they were able to raise three 
nice children who are all kind, generous, healthy, and successful and have made a great impact 
in society. They didn’t have to wait until a third generation to see these blessings. Another 

                                                             
11 (Family, 2014, p. 14) 
12 (Church Publishing Incorporated, 2007, p. 21) 
13 (Family, 2014, p. 23) 
14 (Ibid., p. 43) 
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reason that this milestone is so important, is that all of this would not have been possible 
without this church, a pillar in their family, a place where their children have been baptized and 
married, supported and loved. She writes in a letter that “this church has been where I find 
peace by strengthening my faith in God to keep going and the friends are the icing on the 
cake.” For all of those who have relocated, in this country or another, let us pray: 

Holy One, you led your people, night and day, by fire and cloud. Thank you for leading [Name] 
and others, by the light of your love. Thank you for going before [Name] to prepare a safe path 
for her. Continue to stay beside her to instill purpose and joy in her mission. Follow after her to 
leave peace in the wake of wherever she has stayed. May all she has seen be engraved on her 
heart, and her sense of home enlarged forever; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Guide. 
Amen.15 

Jen:  

[Name and Name] will receive their 3rd grade Bibles. Let us pray: 
 

Dear God, in the stories of the Bible you tell us how much you love the world. Help [Name and 
Name] to treasure their Bibles and use them, finding time each day to read and tell others the 
stories of faith. May we together discover the love of God as we read the stories of the Bible. 
Amen.16 

 

[Name] completed 12 weeks of cardiac rehab. For those who have a health milestone that they 
remember today, we pray:  

Holy One of Blessing: Your desire for your people is wholeness and health, and in our afflictions 
you draw near us with compassion. You whisper love to our hearts in pain, sorrow and fear; 
you fill our spirits with hope and heal our bodies. You have sustained [Name], O Lord, through 
her rehabilitation. You were her light in the darkness. May she enjoy renewed health and find 
her place at your banqueting table, joyfully taking up the work to which she is called, and for 
which she is given the gifts of your Spirit. We pray this in the name of the Good Shepherd. 
Amen.17 

 

                                                             
15 (Church Publishing Incorporated, 2007, p. 23) 
16 (Family, 2014, p. 66) 
17 (Church Publishing Incorporated, 2007, p. 46) 
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[Name and Name] celebrate their 53rd wedding anniversary among other milestones, and 
[Name and Name] celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary. For all of those celebrating their 
relationships, we pray: 

Source of all love, we thank you for the many years that these couples and others have been 
joined together as one. May you continue to bless their lives and help them to forgive as you 
have forgiven us. Strengthen them during difficult times, and grant them a maturing love as 
they continue this journey of life together. May they grow in faith, live in hope, and abide in 
love as they enter into another year of marriage. Amen.18  

 

Sheri: And now as a community of faith, called to be a part of the journeys of these people 
before us, we acknowledge that we will continue to support them through their milestone 
moments. We now respond saying together: 

 

Congregation: Today, in the here and now, we are giving thanks and blessing each milestone, 
the big and small moments. We are letting life be fuller and richer because all of this is God’s 
glory. “We set apart these moments to recognize the important changes in you and to 
celebrate a new stage in your life, one with diverse meanings.”19 

 

Tom: We trust God’s constant love and pray a blessing for this time of transition: 

Holy God, in you we live and move and have our being: Grant to all your people the courage to 
live gracefully through the changes and chances of life, giving thanks for your guiding Spirit 
and your never-failing love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit, 
lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.20  

 

[Present certificates] 
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