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More than 2,000 United Meth-
odist conference members from
across Indiana representing 1,200
congregations descended upon the
Ball State University campus in
Muncie June 25-28 for the first
Indiana Annual Conference ses-
sion under the theme of “RE-
THINK CHURCH.”

The conference partnered
with United Methodist Commu-
nications in purchasing five bill-
boards, radio spots and live ra-
dio remote, a full-page newspa-
per ad, 10 banners and 1,100 T-
shirts to promote the confer-
ence’s presence city-wide.

New to the conference session
was a Saturday all-conference
Day of Outreach and Mission.
Dressed in red RETHINK
CHURCH T-shirts, more than
1,000 volunteers were sent to ten
sites across town with their new
districts to work with community
leaders in outreach projects.

Mission
Muncie’s 14 United Methodist

churches hosted sites in five
churches and five elementary
schools. From these sites, the con-
ference volunteers dispersed to
help the City of Muncie clean
streets of litter, visit residence in
ten nursing homes, work with

food pan-
tries, soup
kitchens and
the Red
Cross, swing
h a m m e r s
with Habitat
for Humani-
ty, prayer
w a l k e d
streets in 10
n e i g h b o r -
hoods and
joined Cove-
nant Part-
ners Minis-
tries, an in-

ner-city United Methodist mis-
sion,  with its community outreach
day. Conference members also
brought non-perishable foods to
give to area pantries. Indiana’s
Operation Classroom received
215 boxes of school and health
supplies for missions in Liberia
and Sierra Leone. The conference
celebrated missions that evening
with still pictures and videos of the
day’s outreach and received a mis-
sion offering of $7,744.

Education
The four-day meeting also in-

cluded three hour-long education-
al presentations by the Rev. Adam
Hamilton, senior pastor of the
15,500-member of Church of the
Resurrection (UMC) in Leawood,
Kan., who focused on church lead-
ership, ideas for preaching and
worship, and strategies for reach-
ing residents who have no church
commitment. (See page 4.)

The Rev. David Bell of Brigh-
ton, Mich., led two hour-long Bi-
ble studies on the theme of extrav-
agant generosity. Bell serves as
vice-president of stewardship with
The United Methodist Foundation
of Michigan. (See page 5.)

Business
In other business the conference:

New Conference mixes meetings with mission
♦ Restructured the administration

of the conference based on a
Leadership Table chaired by
the bishop;

♦ Streamlined the conference
from three offices to one con-
ference center and 18 to 10
districts;

♦ Announced boundaries and
superintendents of the 10 new
districts (effective Jan. 1);

♦ Announced the location (by
Nov.1) of the new conference
center on the north-side of In-
dianapolis and the closing of
offices in Bloomington and
Marion;

♦ Established a special-Sunday
offering for Indiana campus
ministries;

♦ Established a special-Sunday
offering for a retired-ministers
compassionate fund;

♦ Authorized the implementa-
tion of a partially funded
supplemental health-care
insurance plan,  separate
from HealthFlex, for retired
clergy, spouses and surviv-
ing spouses based on years
of service;

♦ Continued HealthFlex plan for
clergy and conference employ-
ees;

♦ Celebrated the chartering of
Faithpoint UMC in New Al-

Photo by Linda Hoopes
Hundreds of Indiana Conference members prepare to depart Emons Auditorium at Ball State University to scatter across Munice in 40 sites for a Day of Mission and Outreach. More than
1,000 volunteers wore bright red RETHINK CHURCH T-shirts given to the conference by United Methodist Communications.

bany District;
♦ Introduced a $3.9 million

Lilly Endowment funded
Well-Lived Life program to
assist pastors with indebted-
ness and congregations with
financial planning;

♦ Celebrated the retirement of 28
pastors who served a total of
742 years;

♦ Celebrated the ordination of 15
elders, 1 deacon, 1 associate
member and commissioning of
16 provisional clergy;

♦ Remembered the lives of 23
clergy and 37 clergy spouses
who died this conference year;
and

♦ Approved a $15.1 million bud-
get for 2010.
With both former conferences

combined, membership stands at
204,527 down 1,872 from the pre-
vious year. Worship attendance
stands at 121,591 down 2,467.
Sunday school attendance stands
at 43,119 down 2,329. The statis-
tics are unofficial and will be au-
dited in July.

Indiana approved only five of
the 32 Constitutional Amend-
ments considered by all annual
conference globally.

More coverage of the Indiana
Annual Conference session can be
found on pages 2-9.

 A Together photo.
WLBC interviews Bishop Mike Coyner at Covenant Part-
ners Ministries telling listeners about the Saturday Mis-
sion and Outreach across Muncie.
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INDIANAPOLIS – Indiana Bishop Mike
Coyner announces the selection and ap-
pointment of the Rev. LeKisha Reed of New
Orleans, La., as the new Associate Direc-
tor for Missions and Advocacy for the In-
diana Conference of The United Method-
ist Church effective July 1. Reed is a new
face to Indiana as she begins her work with
Connectional Ministries Director James
Bushfield as an employee of the new con-
ference staff.

Coyner also announced the selection of
the Rev. Sandy Harlan of Bloomington, Ind.
as the  new conference Associate Director
of Clergy Services effective August 1.

The selections of Reed and Harlan were
made by Bushfield.

Reed
Reed recently

served as associate
pastor of First Grace
United Methodist
Church in New Or-
leans, a position she
served since June
2007. Previously, she
served as pastor of
the Boyntown UMC
in Gretna, La. She
also has served a res-
ident student chaplain in Atlanta, Ga., pro-
gram director for the Summer Leadership
Institute in New Orleans, and a ministry
fellow of The Fund for Theological Edu-
cation in Atlanta.

She is a 1994 graduate of Holy Names
High School of Oakland, Calif.; a 2002
graduate of Dillard University of New Or-
leans (B.A. of Arts Humanities) and a 2005
graduate of Candler School of Theology at
Emory University in Atlanta (M.Div.). She
spent 1990-2000 in the overseas student
program at Ben-Gurion University in Beer-
Sheba, Israel.

Reed is a Hurricane Katrina survivor and
assisted her congregation and community
of Gretna in recovery efforts following the
August 2005 devastation.

In her application letter, she wrote, “I
have worked with African American,
White, Hispanic, Latino, Baptist, Catholic,
Episcopal and Methodist congregations
training their young people in advocacy and
mission work. My approach to mission and
advocacy is to build on people’s strengths
and assets and not solely focus on deficits
and needs. This enables them to actively

At the 1980 General Conference* of The
United Methodist Church, which was my
first to attend as an elected cler-
gy delegate, the Indiana Area
hosted a special musical presen-
tation written by local artist and
titled, “Where’s John Wesley
When We Need Him Now?”
The humorous title song lament-
ed our current problems as a
church and wondered how we
could rediscover John Wesley,
the founder of Methodism, and
his ideals.

Similar to our own annual conference,
among the many, many positive comments
I have received about our first session of

A ‘John Wesley’ annual conference session

Bishop announces selection of
two new associate directors

be a part of the solution.”

Harlan
In making the se-

lection of Harlan to
Connectional Minis-
tries, Bushfield said,
“Harlan was selected
by an interview team
from members of the
two former boards of
ordained ministry
and the cabinet. She
will work with the
new Board of Or-
dained Ministry in coordinating the transi-
tion to new districts and she will plan for
the transition to the new conference center
this winter. Both Harlan and Dan Snyder
(of the former NIC) will continue their re-
sponsibilities (as registrar) with each of the
former conferences between now and the
end of the year, to organize the transfer of
records and other transition issues.”

Harlan has worked with the South Indi-
ana Conference Board of Ordained Minis-
try in several capacities during the past 11
years. She first became a member of the
board in 1998 when she served as Regis-
trar for the Division of Deacons. In 2005,
she became interim staff person to the board
incorporating those responsibilities into her
half-time portfolio, which at the time in-
cluded several other conference boards and
committees. Shortly thereafter, she became
the staff person relating to the board. In
2007, she was named to the full-time posi-
tion of Director of Ministerial Services and
continues to serve in that capacity.

From 1993 to 2007 she served as Direc-
tor of Financial Ministries for St. Mark’s
United Methodist Church in Bloomington.

She was consecrated a Diaconal Minis-
ter in 1998 and ordained Deacon in 2000.
Her secondary appointment is to St. Mark’s
where she continues to serve in a variety of
ways. She graduated from the University
of Evansville with a B.A. degree and has
done graduate work in theology and church
administration.

She is mother to two adult sons, one of
Greenwood, the other of North Fort My-
ers, Fla. She also has a grandson in Bloom-
ington who is married and father to twin
five-year-old girls. Besides time with fam-
ily and friends, she enjoys movies, read-
ing, walking, travel and oil painting.

See more announcements on page 11.

Reed

“John Wesley would
have recognized this as a
Methodist event.”

the new Indiana Annual Conference at
Muncie in June was this one which I cher-

ish: “John Wesley would have
recognized this as a Methodist
event.”

That’s right. Our model of an
annual conference built around
teaching, worship, business, ser-
vice and sending forth is exactly
what John Wesley envisioned for
the Methodist people. We had a
“John Wesley” Annual Confer-
ence Session, didn’t we?

Other comments have reflected some-
thing that we don’t often experience: great
enthusiasm and excitement in the afterglow
of an annual conference. I have heard and

received comments like these:
♦ “The new Indiana Conference is truly

greater than just the sum of our parts;”
♦ “This was my first time to attend an

Annual Conference, and it was so much
more wonderful than I expected;”

♦ “It was worth the drive from Evansville,
and I even got to reconnect with a high
school friend from South Bend from 41
years ago;”

♦ “I have finally seen the revival of
Methodism in Indiana for which I been
praying for 60 years;”

♦ “Thanks for a kick-butt Conference”
(from a young person);

♦ “The best conference I have ever at-
tended – spiritually, educationally and
otherwise;”

♦ “I think God went way beyond what we
could IMAGINE at Annual Conference”

♦ “The first gathering of the Indiana Con-
ference has resulted in the saving of at
least one pastor! I have hope again for
our church. And, I have regained hope
for myself.”
 Of course I know we also had some

tough issues at annual conference, and
adapting to a new location presented all
of us with challenges. We still have a
greatly-reduced budget to live with, and
are still in the midst of a “messy” transi-
tion year.

 There is much yet to be done. We
must translate our enthusiasm into action
and into fulfilling our mission of “mak-
ing disciples of Jesus Christ for the trans-
formation of the world.” But John Wes-
ley would have recognized us as the peo-
ple called Methodists.

Bishop Michael J. Coyner
Indiana Conference of

The United Methodist Church
“Making a Difference in Indiana

and around the world”

* General Conference is the top legislative body
for The United Methodist Church.

Harlan
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As Hoosier United
Methodists, we have
completed our first annu-
al conference session as
a united conference.

We have worked side-by-side
as volunteers during our first day
of mission and outreach to the City
of Muncie, a model to be replicat-
ed in other Indiana communities.

We have approved a leaner
budget than the two previous
years’ conferences and prepare to
move into a new conference cen-
ter on the north side of Indianap-
olis by November 1.

We have hired young adult as-
sociate directors in missions and
youth and young adult ministries,
begun the process of moving to-
ward ten new districts formed from
the existing 18 districts and heard
words of instruction about revital-
izing existing congregations and es-
tablishing new faith communities.

In many ways, we probably have
more questions than answers as we
move forward to forge a church to
meet the spiritual needs of the 21st
century. Now we must ask our-
selves, will all this restructure and
uniting of the two former Indiana
conferences into one streamlined
and efficient conference be worth

Are we up to the challenge of being and doing church?

the effort? Questions are part of
the journey.

In order for the new conference
to truly be new, conference lead-
ers need members and congrega-
tions to challenge them to become
what God fully wants us, as Hoo-
sier United Methodists, to be.

We need to be challenged to
think in new ways, in other words
– RETHINK CHURCH.

We need to be challenged and
question who we are on this faith
journey.

United Methodists are good on
structure and method. It’s both in
our name and our DNA.

Now, we need God’s Holy Spir-
it in Jesus Christ to continue to
guide us in the future if we are to
make a difference, if we are to
make disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world.
We need a radical departure from
the norm, because the norm no
longer bears fruit.

We need to pray into our future
as United Methodists in Indiana.
We also need to listen to our

neighbors
and com-
m u n i t i e s
and hear
where they
are hurting
and work
for their
healing and
the healing of society. We need to
knock on those 10,000 doors be-
yond our church doors.

We celebrate a successful first
annual conference session in
Muncie, but this isn’t our destina-
tion, only the way on our journey
to a destination which ultimately
is in Christ.

We face a challenge for the next
decade to not only BE church but
to DO church. We are challenged
to RETHINK CHURCH.

We are challenged not to adopt
the latest trend in doing church,
but to be open to the leading of
God’s Spirit in the months to
come. We are challenged to be
faithful even if that doesn’t mean
being successful.

We need to ask the difficult
questions of how to partner as
clergy and laity, church and com-
munity, conference and state. We
need to constantly try without the
fear of failure.

In the pages ahead, you will
find news and information about
the annual conference session,
read stories of mission, be intro-
duced to new leaders who have

come to join in the church’s ser-
vice to Indiana, review the new
conference budget and what it
doesn’t include and hear the deci-
sion made of retiree’s pensions, as
well as the results of the constitu-
tional amendment vote.

And, if you don’t find the an-
swers to your questions, please
ask.

Welcome, Daniel R. Gangler

We need a radical departure from the norm,
because the norm no longer bears fruit.

Brindel

By Jean Moorman Brindel
Development officer the Indiana
Conference UMC

Did you ever see something
that put all you thought you
knew into question for just a
split second?

I experi-
enced such
a moment
this past
s p r i n g .
Needing to
plant grass
seed, flow-
ers and do
other spring
stuff, I went
to one of
those big home improvement store
where I could purchase it all in one
trip.

I found the store’s gardening-
outdoor section, and began to fill
my cart. There was the garden
hose, just next to the fertilizer. In
the next isle all in a row, were the
vegetable garden seeds, flower
seeds and bird seed. My brain be-
gan to spin – bird seed? I thought
birds were hatched!

Thinking of birds, an idea be-

Where all the birds come from
Camps and

retreats are the most
effective evangelism
tool of the church.

gan to hatch in my brain as I filled
the cart.

I  think many people get
confused about  where new
Christian come from. Reports
show church camp is the place
where most church members –
when  ch i ld ren ,  youth  and
young adults – meet Christ and
make a commitment to Christ
and His church.

Church camp is not sports
camp where kids hone their
athletic skills. Church camp is
not  band camp where they
learn the latest marching rou-
tine.  And it’s not simply a
place where kids go to escape
the family for a week. But
rather,  church camp is  the
place where children, youth
and young adults go to make
life changing decision to fol-
low Christ. There all activities
nurture Christian growth.

Camps and retreats are the
most effective evangelism tool
of the church.

With the economy in a tail spin,
many kids have been on scholar-
ships to camp this summer.
Churches and individuals have
gifted their youth, as has the schol-

By Todd Outcalt

I began reading the Bible
from Genesis to Revelation on
January 1 while recording my
daily biblical observations and
insights on a blog
(toddsbible.blogspot.com). It’s
been a fun adventure so far.
And funny.

I say funny be-
cause, the more I
read the prophets,
the more I am con-
vinced the prophets
of old were the orig-
inal actors.

Take Jeremiah,
for instance. At var-
ious times he acts
out his theology by
sitting at a pot-
ter’s wheel
and shattering
clay jugs
(chapters 18-
19), by eating
overripe figs
(chapter 24),
and by bury-
ing a favorite
loincloth in
the ground near the Euphrates
(chapter 13). Of course, the
prophet didn’t want to wear the
soiled thong after he dug it up
(Who would?), and he declares
that God doesn’t like soiled
people, either. Nevertheless,
Jeremiah follows all of God’s
instructions to the letter – like
he’s acting out a divine come-
dy – and doesn’t flinch when
God tells him to act out again.

Ezekiel, though a bit more
apocalyptic, is much in the
same vein as Jeremiah. Old
Zeke, at various times, builds
a brick model of the city of
Jerusalem which he then de-
stroys (chapter 4), and also
sleeps on an iron skillet, shaves
his head and beard with a sharp
sword (chapter 5), and even
carries his luggage around the
city so people will ask him,
“Where are you going, Zeke?”
His answer? “Into exile, just
like you.”

The prophets acted out their

BODY, MIND & SPIRIT

Acting up
proclamations. They were dra-
matic. They played a game of
show-and-tell. And a lot of their
actions – though performed
during rugged times – were
nevertheless hilarious and al-
ways over-the-top. Have you
ever tried preaching in a loin-
cloth? How about a Snuggie?
Ever tried preaching a sermon

while wiping down
the pulpit with a
Sham-Wow (cause
we can’t do this all
day)?

How about us?
Do we perform any
dramatic demon-
strations of our faith
in a time when
words are just

words and
our faith
n e e d s
s o m e
s h o e
leather to
get the
p o i n t
a c r o s s ?
H o w
a b o u t

some dramatic demonstrations
of sacrificial love? How about
giving beyond a tithe or ten
percent? How about a demon-
strative action that is so pro-
found, others might ask: “Who
are you, and why are you do-
ing this good work?”

Our answers might then car-
ry more weight. “For the love
of Christ,” we might answer. Or
“this is what the Christian faith
looks like” or “we’re not called
to sit in a pew, friend, but to
step into the world and demon-
strate that the Kingdom of God
has come upon the earth!”

Just a few things to think
about while you’re considering
your next move.

Todd Outcalt serves as se-
nior pastor of Calvary UMC in
Brownsburg. His latest books
are Your Beautiful Wedding on
Any Budget (Sourcebooks),
School’s Out (Abingdon) and
the upcoming $5 Youth Minis-
try (Group).

I am convinced
the prophets of old
were the original
actors.

arship fund from the conference
camping ministry itself. Because
of this giving, literary hundreds of
children, youth and young adults
have made a commitment to fol-
low Christ.

To those of you who have gift-
ed a child or youth, either through
your local church or your gift to
the annual camp scholarship fund
of the conference camping minis-
try – Thank you. You have helped
plant faith and the gift of eternal
life in a child. You have made a
difference.

Meanwhile back at the garden
store, my car was loaded with all
of the spring things, including bird
seed. I filled the bird feeders, and
sure enough in just a couple of
days, birds flocked to my yard.
Bird seed – so that’s where all
those boomin’ birds come from.

VIEWPOINT
Outcalt
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Pastor of largest UMC encourages Hoosiers to ‘Rethink Church’
By Matthew Oates

The Rev. Adam Hamilton,
founding and current lead pastor
of the Church of the Resurrection
(UMC) in suburban Kansas City,
presented three sessions on “Ef-
fective Church Leadership,”
“Ideas for Preaching and Wor-
ship” and “Strategies for Reach-
ing the Unchurched” during the
opening day of the Indiana Annu-
al Conference. The Church of the
Resurrection is the largest UM
congregation in the United States
with 15,500 members.

Effective leadership
Hamilton kicked off his June 25

sessions by offering a revival for
spiritual renewal for laity and cler-
gy, saying that on average there are
about 10 percent of both who are
feeling burned out, which then ef-
fects their ministries and leadership.

“I believe we have a future with
hope, but not with out change.”
Now is the time to address vari-
ous areas of the church that have
not worked well and work on ways
to change for the future.

Five ways for effective church
leadership include:
♦ Setting the tone of the organi-

zation,
♦ Clarifying and championing

the mission and vision,
♦ Holding the organization ac-

countable to its mission,

Bishop calls the first Indiana Conference session to order
MUNCIE, Ind. -- Bishop Mike
Coyner called the first Indiana
Annual Conference Session to
order on June 25 using a gavel
made from the wood of an Indi-
ana meeting house used by Bish-
op Robertson. He then led in
prayer using a prayer of John Wes-
ley, founder of Methodism.
♦ Coyner introduced Carolyn

Johnson, conference secretary.
♦ Mary Hubbard and Karen

Devaisher were introduced as
the co-chairs of the conference
sessions committee, which was
responsibily for the conference
arrangements

♦ Jim Bushfield, new director of
connectional ministries, re-
viewed the process of how the
rules and structure of the con-
ference were written and intro-

♦ Owning ultimate responsibility
for the organization’s mission,

♦ Preparing the organization for
the future by leading for
change.
“The mission drives every-

thing,” said Hamilton. “The prob-
lem is we don’t like change. We
like the status quo. This is a prob-
lem for every generation.”

Hamilton also explained the
differences between managers
(plan and budget, develop poli-
cies, control and problem solve
and create predictability and or-
der) and leaders (establish direc-
tion and cost vision, align people
and resources to accomplish a vi-
sion, motivate, inspire and pro-
duce change and chaos).

“Leaders evaluate, celebrate
victories and honestly address
short-comings,” he said. “Leaders
don’t give up.”

Effective church leadership also
includes five important prin-
ciples:

♦ It’s all about people.
♦ Healthy organizations have a

clear mission, vision and plan.
♦ Change, innovate, improve or

die.
♦ Understand the discipleship

pyramid.
♦ Discernment by nausea.

“Leaders help take the path less
traveled.”

Preaching and worship
“If you preach excellent ser-

mons, people grow in their faith,”
said Hamilton. “The entire church
benefits.”

Hamilton encouraged the con-
ference to understand that worship
is more than just a sermon and is
more involved and important than
putting together the order on Fri-
day or Saturday.

Throughout the session, he pro-
vided tips on music introductions,
explaining to congregations what
they are singing and the different
facets of faith that people attend-
ing a church for the first time might
not understand. “If you help them
in leading worship, the grace of
God flows through the sacraments.”

He added, “Your sermon is the
most powerful tool in your tool
belt to help your congregation.”
For example, at Christmas and
Easter, announce various pro-
grams to those visiting.

One of the strategic goals at the
Church of the Resurrection is to
reach out to young adults, not just
in growing their faith or becom-
ing members, but also to involve
them more in the decision mak-
ing and life of the church.

Some of those sermons in-
clude:
♦ Fishing expeditions: exploring

various questions of non-
church active people.

♦ Discipleship: Lent.
♦ Pastoral care sermons: address-

ing topics of marriages, sui-
cides, care giving.

♦ Equipping and sending: prepar-
ing members to do missions,
social justice and more.

♦ Strengthening the church:
stewardship and visioning.
The sermons should touch on

five components:
♦ Teaching something new.
♦ Inspiring others.
♦ Providing practical advise for

life.
♦ Calling people to action.
♦ Including creativity, be interest-

ing and intriguing.
“Preaching has power…the

world is changed.”

Strategies for reaching the
non-religious

Each church in developing var-
ious strategies for evangelism and
outreach needs to wrestle and an-
swer the following questions:
♦ Why do people need Jesus

Christ? “The fundamental
needs in our human heart are
spiritual needs. We yearn for
unconditional love, need hope
and more. All of these things
are orchestrated by the Gospel
of Jesus Christ.”

♦ Why do people need the
church? “The church belongs
to Jesus Christ.”

♦ Why do people need your
church? People need the help of
our local congregations in find-
ing the love of Jesus. “Many of
our churches are struggling with
self-esteem with years of de-
cline.” Hamilton encouraged the
conference laity to take pride in
their pastors and pastors to find
the special aspects of their con-
gregations.
At Church of Resurrection,

they emphasize mission work and
projects for outreach to young
adults. “Non-religious young
adults are really interested in
changing the world. That’s what
Rethink Church is all about...

“The world needs vibrant, vi-
tal United Methodists. The world
needs you.”

duced the new rules and struc-
ture of the annual conference
which were adopted.

♦ Kent Millard, chair of the Con-
ference Council on Finance and

Administration, introduced the
proposed 2010 conference
budget. The interim CF&A was
composed of equal number of
members from each of the pre-

vious two conferences. He re-
ported that the recession has
made an impact upon how
people give to the church. He
also reported 600 UM churches
have given more than 90 per-
cent of their tithe. Another 50
percent gave less than 90 per-
cent of their expected tithe. On
the average, most United Meth-
odists give 2 to 3 percent of
their income. A $15.1 million
budget was proposed. What
CF&A is requesting is a tithe
(10 percent) for conference and
general church plus a one per-
cent asking for district minis-
tries. Streamlining ministry has
included reduction of adminis-
tration, reduction of property
and increased general confer-
ence support. The budget will

come back to the conference on
Saturday morning.

♦ CF&A policies were adopted.
♦ In regard to retiree health-care

insurance, CF&A proposes a
shift in health care insurance
coverage for subsidizing Medi-
care coverage. That proposal
was discussed on Friday. (See
retiree health-care story.)

♦ Concerns were raised about the
proposed retiree health-care
insurance plan and funding of
campus ministries whose fund-
ing is not in the 2010 proposed
budget.

♦ Ashley Cone, the new manager
of the Indiana Cokesbury Store,
was introduced. She presented
Bishop Coyner with a white
stole bearing the new Indiana
Conference logo.

Youth rally at Union Chapel’s one-eighty program center
By Matthew Oates

Youth from across the Indi-
ana Conference and the Mun-
cie District participated in a
fun evening of  fel lowship,
worship and sharing on Satur-
day night June 27.

The Rev. Mark Beeson of
Granger Community United
Methodist Church near South

Bend provided the message to
more than 150 youth at the
event.

“You try to stay true. You
try to stay on path. It’s too easy
to get off track,” said Beeson.
“Then you’ve got to pay close
attention to who you let close
to you.”

Beeson shared experiences
throughout his life where he

learned from others who were
teachers, colleagues and friends
and how their influence guided
and helped him.

“But it’s the stuff in you that
can kill you,” added Beeson about
the various sins that we all face
through out lives.

“Jesus came into the world for
you. If you don’t let God help you,
it will ruin your life. God comes

to revive us.”
Beeson called upon the youth

to let Jesus have a strong influence
in their lives and to be cleansed
by God’s love.

“You are the hope that the
world is looking for. You are the
carriers of Christ,” he said. “If you
let Jesus keep you clean, your life
will shine with purpose, meaning
and joy.”Beeson

Hamilton
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Bell encourages culture of extravagant generosity
By Matthew Oates

The Rev. David Bell, of Brigh-
ton, Mich., serves as vice-presi-
dent of stewardship with The
United Methodist Foundation of
Michigan. Bell consults indepen-
dently through Design for Minis-
try. He began a June 26 Bible
study highlighting the widow’s
mite story found in Mark 12.

Recalling this passage – which
was his first stewardship sermon
in his first church years ago – Bell
shared that stewardship is more
than just money, it is also about
time and involvement.

“My understanding of Chris-
tian stewardship is that it’s not
only money, but everything we
have is a gift of God,” said Bell.

There are more passages about
money that Jesus taught his disci-
ples and people than other topics.

“There is this tension that ex-
ists in our culture,” said Bell. “The
result is that the average Ameri-
can lives well beyond their eco-
nomic means.”

Today, people are living in a
hyper-consumer culture and an
age of instant gratification. Bell
called on conference members to
address the economy.

There are several culture val-

ues – such as rich lifestyles, con-
sumer debt, saving and giving –
that are in place over biblical val-
ues of giving, saving, simple life-
style and consumer debt.

“If you want to release the
bondage that money has on your
congregation, start giving.”

Bell shared information that
most people are among the ordi-
nary wealthy and our wants have
been replaced with needs. “This
idea of scarcity is pervasive across
all economic lives,” said Bell.

“People of less means give more.”
Bell continued, “Faith and

money are linked together. You
can’t separate those two. Content-

ment comes through a relationship
with Jesus Christ. The longer the
church is silent, how can the world
hear? Contentment brings joy and
peace into our lives.”

Bell provided six concepts for
conference members:
♦ Provide a Biblical/theological

context,
♦ Ask with a sense of anticipa-

tion,
♦ Practice ethical/financial man-

agement,
♦ Personally thank the giver,
♦ Remind them of the mission to

change lives, and
♦ Create a joyful atmosphere of

extravagant generosity.
In addition Bell will be present-

ing programs throughout Indiana
during the fall and winter.

Today, people are living in a hyper-
consumer culture and an age of instant
gratification.

Only five of the 32 proposed
amendments to the United
Methodist Church Constitution
were approved by the Indiana
Conference votes received Fri-
day, June 26, at Muncie. A total
of 1,257 ballots were cast, ac-
cording to Conference Secretary
Carolyn Johnson. All of the

votes will be added to the indi-
vidual votes from all the annual
conferences.

Those receiving the required
two-thirds or above votes in Indi-
ana included proposed amend-
ments:
II. Conflict of Interest – 1071

affirmative votes

VIII. Gender – 1113 affirmative
votes

IX. Jurisdictional Conference
Membership – 1040 affir-
mative votes

XIX. Voting Eligibility – 1087
affirmative votes

XXII. Bermuda – 1127 affirma-
tive votes

All of these proposed amend-
ments were passed in Indiana with
an 82 percent or above approval.
No other proposed amendments
received more than 52 percent of
the vote. None of the Global Na-
ture of the Church proposed
amendments received a two-thirds
majority vote in Indiana. A com-

plete tally and short description is
available at www.inumc.org.

All constitutional amendments
must be approved by a two-thirds
vote of the total number of voting
members of all conferences world-
wide. The Council of Bishops is
expected to announce the results
during its spring meeting.

Rejuvenate program to help pastors, churches with finances
During the Laity Session on

June 25, the Rev. Michelle Cobb,
new direc-
tor of the
Rejuvenate
p r o g r a m ,
expla ined
how the
p r o g r a m
will help
pastors in
f i n a n c i a l
crisis. The
project has
been funded $3.9 millions by the
Lilly Endowment.

She said the purpose of the pro-
gram is to strengthen the quality
of pastoral leadership and enhance
the vitality of Indiana United

Methodist congregations.
She said research informs

us that UM clergy in Indiana
are experiencing debt at a
level that is negatively im-
pacting their sense of well-
being and their ability to provide
for their families. There is little
correlation between the age of the
pastor and the amount of debt –
older pastors are as likely to carry
high debt loads as are younger
pastors. This suggests that it is
very hard for pastors to retire their
debt, especially educational debt.

The research also informs us
that few clergy understand finan-
cial issues and therefore cannot
model personal financial compe-
tence nor practice sound financial

management skills in leading their
congregations.

Cobb said the Lilly Endow-
ment grant will permit the confer-
ence to address not only the debt
issue (that will include a grant/
match component), but several
other issues that the survey
brought to our attention. The sur-
vey revealed a significant number
of clergy do not make personal
contributions to their pension
fund. In response, the conference
will offer:

Retirement Fund Incen-
tives – these incentives will
encourage clergy to person-
ally contribute to their UM
Pension Plan; develop a re-
tirement savings plan and as-

sist clergy to prepare for a retire-
ment fund.

Funding for Emergencies –
there is an alarming number of cler-
gy who reported no provisions for
financial emergencies. Through the
grant, clergy and pastoral families
will be encouraged to develop with-
in a financial plan the means to es-
tablish and maintain funds for an
emergency. Also, the fund will pro-
vide immediate resources to the
Bishop and the Cabinet to assist
pastoral families who may experi-

ence a significant family crisis that
could force the family into a major
financial crisis.

The Called Anew Fund will
assist pastors who need to exit
pastoral/appointive ministry. This
is a Conference Board of Or-
dained Ministry and cabinet pro-
cedure. Transitional support for a
limited period of time will be of-
fered to the clergy person.

Cobb said, for the laity, the suc-
cess of this project will mean they
will grow in the practice of faith-
ful stewardship; renew financial
support for effective clergy lead-
ership; experience a renewed
sense of pastoral excellence
among Judicatory clergy and the
congregation’s clergy.

Cobb

Indiana Annual Conference approves only five proposed constitutional amendments

Director of Church Develop-
ment Mark Gough said to confer-
ence members on June 26 that to-
gether we need to find new ways
of reaching more people for Jesus
Christ, younger people and more
diverse people.

He noted that worship atten-
dance continues to decline. He
said, “We need to pull together in
a process, a way of bringing peo-
ple to the church.”

He outlined four strategic
Church Development areas which
include locations, people groups,
existing churches and new church-
es. Pending budget approval, con-
ference grants will be provided in
2010 for new churches, multi-

Photo by Linda Hoopes.
Faithpoint UMC was chartered as a new church by the conference on
June 26. Pictured in the presentation are (from left) are the Rev. Mark
Gough, the Rev. George Wasson, Donna Wilfong, Jessi Wilfong and the
Rev. Charles Wilfong, superintendent of the New Albany District.

sites, worship and relocation.
Gough introduced the first con-

ference church development staff
person, Ed Fenstermacher, who
presented a tool box for church
growth (see page 11).

Fenstermacher reminded the
conference of Bishop Coyner’s
vision of sending of the 70 in
Luke’s Gospel. North Indiana
picked up the idea in a program
called Sending of the Saints.

Fenstermacher said ways of
starting new faith communities
include Sunday school, home Bi-
ble study and new worship servic-
es. He said, “We’re inviting you
to make this commitment in the
next two years by establishing new

faith communities.
A tool box of resources is

available online at
www.inumc.org  and select
“Church Development.” Web
seminars also are available on-
line. Coaches will help church-
es develop their own ministries.

At the close of this report, the
Faithpoint United Methodist
Church of Floyds Knobs, Ind. was
chartered as a new congregation
in the new Indiana Conference.
Pastor George Wasson explained
the development of this congrega-
tion from a home Bible study to
Easter of this year. Wasson
thanked the conference for its sup-
port in this new ministry.

New ways need to be found to reach people for Christ
New Albany District church chartered
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Day of Mission and Outreach embraces City of Muncie
By Matthew Oates

More than 1,000 Hoosier Unit-
ed Methodists fanned out across
Muncie on a sunny, warm June 27
Saturday afternoon for a day of
mission and outreach.

The Rev. David Arnold of Mun-
cie College Avenue UMC, which
served as one of the host churches for
the West District, has been part of the
planning team. “The congregation
feels privileged to serve in this man-
ner,” said Arnold, who also is expect-
ing a variety of follow-up from com-
munity members and agencies.

Ann Newton of Greencastle
Gobin Memorial UMC was excit-
ed about the day of mission. “I do
a lot of mission projects. Action
is an important part,” said New-
ton. “The way to do church is dif-
ferent than what most people
think. This is quite a witness.”

Rev. Colin Cress, pastor at
Freedom and Worthington UMCs,
was spreading mulch at A Better
Way, a domestic violence shelter
and transitional housing program.

“I really think it is a good thing
to demonstrate as a conference
body what we should do. Church

Conference celebrates mission outreach to Muncie, world
Following a Saturday June 27

afternoon of sweat and aching
muscles, 1,500 conference mem-
bers and guests celebrated the out-
reach and mission of the church
not only across Muncie, but
around the world.

Day of the outreach leader,
Karen Powell, pastor of Riverside
UMC in Muncie, proclaimed,
“Jesus has left the building. Bath-
ing a city in prayer, it’s not easy
to share in the name of Christ. We
have a God who has a big imagi-
nation.”

Muncie District Superinten-
dent Dale Mendenhall expressed
the project team’s thanks to all
who lead and participated in the
four-hour event that witnessed and
worked to Muncie in more than
40 locations across the city.

Reflecting on Scripture from
Romans 12, Powell told the con-

is more than just Sunday morn-
ing,” said Cress. “This is the work
of the church.”

Christina Kelley of A Better
Way spent part of her time ex-
plaining the various services they
offer, as well as gathering tools for
the 10 volunteers from Terre
Haute, Bloomington, Indianapo-
lis West and Vincennes districts.

“I was really excited because
we don’t frequently get adults as
volunteers,” said Kelley. “We of-
ten don’t have time to get to the
outside and yard work.”

Based out of High Street UMC
in downtown Muncie, the Rev.
Greg Pimlott of Mohawk UMC in
the Central District worked with
Rev. David Neuen of Muncie
High Street UMC picking up trash
on the West End of downtown.

“There’s no limits or bounds to
what your work as a minister is,”

said Pimlott as they were walking
down the sidewalks and alleys haul-
ing trash bags, also adding that it
was fun to do a project like this.

Pimlott also added that having
a hands-on project such as pick-
ing up trash or participating in a
prayer walk or other community
project affirms some of the other
mission projects and passions that
the Mohawk church and other

churches are active with.
“By actually seeing people live

it out gives the church a new vi-
tality. It helps build trust,” said
Neuen. “It should become part of
our life. Think about what you
could do all year.”

Joan Scrivnor of Muncie Avon-
dale UMC served as a host coor-
dinator at Southview Elementary
School, which hosted a prayer

walk and a community clean up.
“Everyone seemed to have fun,”
said Scrivnor.

The Rev. John Keller of Patron-
ville UMC, the Rev. Honna Schlo-
ss of the Lynnville-Spurgeon
Charge and Rapid Watters of Mun-
cie Avondale UMC went on a
prayer walk, had stopped at the
edge of an industrial area and had
decided to start praying for the com-
munity when something happened.

“A car pulled up and we heard
the doors close and the next thing
we know, a man was in our circle
and he needed prayer. He thanked
us for praying,” said Keller.

“We just put our arms around
him,” said Schloss. “He knew the
power of God. It sill gives me
goose bumps.”

This was Watters first prayer
walk and he did not know what to
expect. “I felt this hand on my
shoulder and I heard someone cry-
ing,” said Watters. “God told me
to start another prayer for the gen-
tleman who I was embracing.”

After talking to the man for a
while, he returned to his car and left.

“It was just an experience I will
never forget,” said Watters.

ferees to take this same expression
of love into the city where you
live. Four hours can change a city,
she said.

As he preached to the confer-
ence, Bishop Mike Coyner began
by saying, “You have already
preached the sermon this after-
noon.”

After reading Romans 12:9-21,
he said the church has proclaimed
open hearts, open minds and open
doors across the country and the
cross-and-flame logo of the
church has gained in market rec-
ognition by 40 percent. “But the secret is that open

doors swing in both directions –
not just welcoming people into the
church and certainly not just in-
viting people who look like us to
help pay the bills. No those open
doors swing open to welcome all
in the name of Jesus.

“And those open doors wing
outward as we go to serve in Jesus’
name.”

He then walked across the
stage and opened the door on
stage, which was a symbol of the
10 thousand doors, a part of the
Rethink Church promotional
campaign.

He then outlined the projects
volunteers had worked on during
the afternoon, including Habitat

for Humanity, nursing homes,
picking up litter on city streets as
other walked those street in prayer.
We helped feed people and cele-
brated with the elderly.

One conference member
named Norma, who is 89, helped
the “older people” in a nursing
home.

Coyner said in order for open
doors to swing inwardly and out-
wardly, we need to work at the five
practices of a faithful churched
outlined by Bishop Robert
Schnase, author of Five Practic-
es of Fruitful Congregations.

He announced Schnase would
be next year’s annual conference
teacher. Those five practices in-
cluding Indiana examples:

Radical Hospitality – such as
the ministries of Park Place and
Morton Memorial sharing a
building in New Albany and the
Kokomo Urban Outreach of
Trinity UMC.

Passionate Worship – such as
shared worship of Washington
Otterbein and Bethel churches and
the offsite worship services of
Grace UMC in Hartford City.

Intentional Faith Development
– such as Marquette Park UMC’s
“Living Your Strength” program.

Risk Taking – such as the Cal-
umet District’s Children of Abra-
ham project where Christians,
Muslims and Jews collect and
send millions of dollars worth of
medical good and equipment to
the Middle East and ordinands
serving in a work project on their
retreat with the bishop.

Extravagant Generosity – such
as the $78 million in charity care
of Indianapolis’ Methodist Hospi-
tal and the accumulated services
of $829 million in the value of
service given by the hospital (29
percent of the net value of the hos-
pital) and a man in the Evansville
District who felt he was called to
be more generous with his wealth.

Open doors allow Jesus to
come into our churches and lead
us out into mission.

Coyner concluded, “I’m proud
of you. We are the Indiana Con-
ference.”

A mission offering of
$7,744.91was received to be di-
vided three ways – for mission
work in Indiana, the U.S. and
around the world.

“The secret is that
open doors swing in
both directions...”

Bishop Mike Coyner

Photo by Linda Hoopes
Two conference volunteers walk on of ten neighborhoods assigned to
prayer walkers. Each walker was given a neighborhood map and a book-
let of prayers to assist them as they walked and prayed.

“It was just an
experience I will
never forget.”

Rapid Watters

A Together photo
Two volunteers pick up trash in a parking lot across from High Street
UMC in downtown Muncie across, one of ten neighborhoods litter was
collected. In less than three hours, United Methodist volunteers picked
up 2,080 pounds of litter which was hauled away the Muncie Depart-
ment of Sanitation.

Volunteers piled into vans at Riverside United Methodist Church and nine
other Muncie sites to be transported to one of 40 sites citywide.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE SESSION
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Clergy retiring this session included these who are pictured -- Front:  Saundra Hamm, Jerry Wibert, Mary Beth
Byrne, Bernice Gude, Garry Gestner, Gloria J. Gestner, Ella Myers Nickles, Jim Nickles, Ann. L. Glass, Neil D.
Butcher, Martha Butcher Middle:  James A. Dance, Gloria Dance, Mary Bowers, Forrest L. Bowers, John K.
Wortinger, Linda Wortinger, Sandy Howard, Ernest M. Howard Jr., Terry D. Campbell, Pam Campbell
Back: Warrell Law, J. Scott Wood, Cynthia Wood. Print quality photo of retirees are available at www.inumc.org.

Retirees celebrate a total of 742 years of ordained ministry
Totaling 742 years of service as

ordained ministers, 28 pastors re-
tired during this first session of the
new Indiana Conference. They
were granted retirement status by
the clergy executive session of the
conference held Thursday night
June 25 at Union Chapel Minis-
tries UMC in Muncie.

Those ministers with years of
service include: Forrest L. Bow-
ers 15, Neil D. Butcher 40, Mary
Beth Byrne 38, Terry D. Camp-
bell 37, Cheryl A. Jones Cumbee
25, David C. Cummings 25, Kent
E. Dale 26, James A. Dance 38,

Roger Domingo 6, Wendell L.
Emerson 14, Ann. L. Glass 31,
Saundra Hamm 17, Darrell Har-
ris 11, Ernest M. Howard Jr. 30,
S. John Hrynk 20, Steven G. Ka-
etzel 40, Barbara Jean Kinsler 14,
Ronald L. Lawhead 39, Andrea L.
Leininger 21, Gloria J. Nelson 20,
Ella Myers Nickles 25, Nancy
Schoff 23, Stephen R. Seitz 26,
Nancy E. Stimson 18, Cheryl E.
Stratton 11, Jerry Wibert 49, J.
Scott Wood 44 and John K. Wort-
inger 39. The session also grant-
ed retirement to Warrell Law and
Bernice Gude.

ORDAINED ELDER – Front row: Brian Lee Durand, Kathy J. Newton, Stacee Fischer Ge-
hring, Zachary Kyle Washler, Charlene Ann Harris Allen. Middle row: Doris Cockerham
Winford, Marsha Kay Hutchinson, Shannon Colleen Stringer, Clarinda Ellen Crawford,
Michael Scott Brockway. Back row: Brian Dwain Campbell, Benjamin Keith Dilworth, Frank
Charles Oakman, Brian Felker Jones, Michael David Alexander. Print quality photo avail-
able at www.inumc.org.

Class of 2009 ordained

Ordained Deacon
Diane Menke Pence

Associate Membership
Brian Clarence White

Retiring clergy

Members and friends of the
Indiana Annual Conference
packed Emens Auditorium for a
Sunday morning worship service
June 28 that included the commis-
sioning and ordaining of 33 cler-
gy members of the conference.

Of the 33 clergy members, 16
were commissioned; one as an as-
sociate member; one as a deacon;
and 15 were ordained elder in full
connection.

Bishop Coyner began talking
about how in April 1995, Pastor
Jim Dickey, went to church for the
first of two services, and shared
with his wife that he wasn’t feel-
ing well. That morning as he an-

nounced the opening hymn, he fell
back into the pulpit chair and died.
“Jim was a good guy, a faithful
pastor. He was a family friend and
served as an associate pastor at my
home church,” said Coyner.

At the funeral, Jim’s grand-
daughter was to sing a solo. “She
wanted to sing for her granddad-
dy. She got up and sang the an-
them, ‘On Eagle’s Wings.’ After
the first verse, she faltered. We all
at once joined together to finish
the chorus with her. She sang the
second verse and we sang the cho-
rus again.

“It was one of the most healing
experiences I have ever had at a

Ministry service calls on members to ‘Finish the Song’
funeral. We helped each other fin-
ish the song,” said Coyner.

“We’re called to finish the song
of Jesus. He taught us the words,
the melody to sing the song of
Jesus. He gave it to his disciples.
They passed it on to us.”

Coyner continued to the con-
ference that there are many peo-
ple who don’t know the song.
They have forgotten the lyrics. We
have to finish the song. On an av-
erage Sunday, fewer than 20 per-
cent of the population is in any
church.

“Ministry is hard. It’s hard to
lead a church when it doesn’t want
to be led,” he said. “What we need

for each other is someone to help
finish the song.

“It’s all the little stuff…death
by a thousand paper cuts. There’s
always more ministry to be done.
There’s also the picky stuff. All of
those things add up.”

Coyner called upon all clergy
and laity to work together and be
there for one another. “When they
go through some moment in their
ministry, if they call any of you
and tell you that, will you have
coffee with them, will you say
something to help them get
through that time to sing that
song.”

With the start of a new confer-

ence, Coyner added, “We have a
new secret code language that ev-
eryone knows. ‘I’m having trou-
ble singing the song of Jesus to-
day. ‘I’ll help you finish the
song.’”

The service, much like all ses-
sions of this annual conference,
was Webcast.

At least 24 churches across the
state were using the ordination
service as part of their Sunday
morning worship. (For Webcast
archive, visit www.inumc.org.)

Leeannah Huffman Gough and
Eeviya Marie Gough, daughters of
Rev. Mark and Paula Gough, were
baptized during the service.

CLASS OF 2009 COMMISSIONED MEMBERS – Front row: Andrew Clyde Charnstrom, Dirk
Alan Caldwell, Steven Paul Rundel, Charles Frederic Kersey, Andrea Ruth Bremmer
Middle row: Ruth Irene Waite, Brenda Hacker Freije, Taylor Walters Denyer, Sean Litherland
Johnson, Edward C. Fisher, Jr., Colin Christopher Cress Back row: Christopher Stahlman,
Peter Hoyt Curts, James Hiram Higdon, Brian Keith Williams, Devin Russell Cook. Print
quality photo available at www.inumc.org.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE SESSION
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Retirees healthcare plan outside of current HealthFlex
Following more than an hour

of debate and several unsuccess-
ful amendments, the annual con-
ference approved a revised plan to
care in part for the health benefits
of clergy retirees.

Before considering the retirees
health benefits issue, Brent Will-
iams, new director of Administra-
tive Services now North Indiana
treasurer, explained that the Pre-
1982 Service Rate for 2010 is
$608. Surviving Spouse amount is
$456 – 75 percent of the service
rate. These rates were approved.

The HealthFlex program for
active clergy was approved for

ANNUAL CONFERENCE SESSION

Conference approves the creation of ten-district structure
On behalf of the conference

Transition Team, Chair Cindy
Reynolds, brought seven recom-
mendations to the conference June
26 to implement a new district
structure. They included Recom-
mendation 4 which was a major
shift from last year’s five bi-dis-
trict resource centers with two dis-
tricts and superintendents propos-
al to a ten district configuration in-
cluding a superintendent, associ-
ate superintendent, district assis-
tant plus partnering with confer-

ence-supported connectional min-
istries and church development.
The reason for the change was a
fear of adding another layer of
structure and increasing the com-
plexity of a bi-district structure.

Other recommendations in-
cluded:
♦ District lines including cluster

configurations which have
been drawn by the bishop and
cabinet,

♦ Support of the directors of con-
nectional ministries and church

development,
♦ Support of the rules and struc-

ture report already adopted,
♦ Asking the bishop to name an

ongoing Transition Team,
♦ Enabling the ten district struc-

tures to be formed, and
♦ Discontinuing the current Tran-

sition Team.
After discussion and concerns

about district funding, the confer-
ence approved the recommenda-
tion to form a ten-district resource
center structure.

2010.
In response to the feedback re-

ceived from the ten Pre-Confer-
ence Briefings across Indiana and
various correspondences from re-
tired clergy and others, the two
current conference treasurers,
Brent Williams of North Indiana
and Jennifer Gallagher of South
Indiana, worked with a benefits
consultant seeking other options
to bring to the conference session.

Williams recommended on be-
half of the Benefits Committee
that the 2010 Indiana Conference
Retirees Health Insurance, which
was approved on Friday after-

noon, June 26.
The conference approved this

action regarding retiree health
care insurance supplement.
1. That the conference proceed

with changing from a
HealthFlex supplemental insur-
ance plan for retired clergy,
spouses and surviving spouses
due to increasing costs (esti-
mated to cost $525 per person
in 2010), and in place of it,
move to a health insurance sub-
sidy based upon years of ser-
vice, set at $5-per-service-year
per-month, with a maximum of
30 years or $150 for each re-

Conference approves $15.1 million budget for 2010
The annual conference ap-

proved $15.1 million income and
expense budgets for the 2010 con-
ference year. The budget amount
was based upon the 2008 actual
income of $15.8 million.

The Conference Council on
Finance and Administration
(CF&A) called the budget realis-
tic, reasonable and achievable.

The income budget is based
upon a 10 percent tithe of $13.8
million from the 1,200 congrega-

tions giving 10 percent of their
monthly income to the conference,
plus another one-percent of in-
come from each church to support
its district ministries and adding
another $1.38 million to the con-
ference income budget.

The expense budget of
$15,166,718 will support 80 per-
cent of the general church appor-
tionment of $5.9 million or $4.7
million (31.2 percent of the bud-
get). The Indiana Conference

CF&A has requested the General
CF&A to recalculate the new con-
ference’s apportionment in light of
the unification of the two former
conferences and plans to pay 80
percent of the General Church ap-
portionment in 2010, 90 percent
in 2011 and hopefully a full 100
percent in 2012.

Two significant changes in the
budget have directly affected re-
tiree health-care insurance and
outreach ministries, especially

campus ministries, which was re-
duced to no income from the con-
ference budget. Other conference-
related ministries were affected by
this move, too, but not to the ex-
tent that campus ministries was
affected.

The conference did take mea-
sures to shore up individual con-
gregational giving to campus min-
istries through a Special Sunday
offering and other means. (See
separate story on page 9.)

Other expenditures in the con-
ference 2010 budget include: $2.5
million (16.7 percent) for districts
including the salaries of district
superintendents, $1.95 million
(12.9 percent) for pension and
health-care insurance, and $5.9
million (39.2 percent) for connec-
tional ministries, church develop-
ment, communications, adminis-
trative services, episcopal office
and another $958,200 for finan-
cial services.

tiree and spouse, and with a
$250 per month for each sur-
viving spouse.
AND

2. That the conference has retired
clergy, spouses and surviving
spouses enroll in one of two
plans our benefits consultant
recommends. These are:
Plan A – a plan similar to

HealthFlex but without some of
the extras that HealthFlex brings,
such as mental and nervous, Op-
tum Nurse Line, Wellness, Web-
MD. The estimated cost for this
plan is $434 per month, because
this plan includes a richer phar-

macy benefit with Medco.
Plan B – a lesser plan with less

pharmacy benefits, but one that
still exceeds what conference re-
tirees could purchase on their own.
The estimated cost of this plan is
$313 per month.

This choice will be supported
by further information and consul-
tation throughout the fall of this
year. It will help avoid having re-
tirees and spouses make their own
purchases on the open market.
Both Plan A and Plan B are in ad-
dition to the basic Medicare cov-
erage that all people age 65 years
and over receive.

Connectional Ministries to serve with
leaner budget, fewer personnel

Connectional Ministries Direc-
tor Jim Bushfield said the confer-
ence is
moving to
s u p p o r t
more con-
gregational
ministries
c o n c e r n s
and moving
away from
f u n d i n g
m i n i s t r y
projects. He
said new conference ministries to
congregations needs to be reason-
able, responsible and achievable.

Priorities on connection minis-
tries will be a collective reduction
in both salary and personnel. Part
of the new way of ministry is fi-
nancial. Connectional Ministries
sees its goal as to provide resourc-

es and opportunities for congre-
gations to be connected to their
communities. In the current con-
ferences’ budgets, more than $1
million is pass through funds from
congregations to conference sup-
ported ministries. Bushfield said
conference directors envision a
leaner budget with less “pass
through” funding of ministries re-
lated to the conference such as
campus ministry which is a
$250,000 reduction from the two
previous conference connection-
al ministries program budgets
from $1.3 million to $300,000.

Bushfield said ministries sup-
ported by congregations are being
funded at ten times more than con-
ference funded ministries. “Local
churches are already doing min-
istry and mission funding ten to
one times more than the confer-

ence,” he said.
Significant cuts in the connec-

tional ministries budget are in
campus ministry and mission ad-
vocacy. The proposed connection-
al ministries 2010 budget will in-
clude $200,000 for emergency
funding.

Bushfield said even though
campus ministries are large and
significant programs, we need to
fund them in new ways closer to
the schools. “Today, all of our
communities have some form of
campus ministry. Education has
changed and we must change to
meet the needs,” he said.

The funding for the new Indi-
ana Conference is based on the
conference tithe (10 percent of
each month’s congregations’ in-
come) and one percent used for
district finances.

Bushfield

More coverage of the first Indiana Annual
Conference, including an archive of all the Web
casts of plenary sessions, is available online at
www.inumc.org, your new Indiana Annual
Conference Web site.

This is a map of the ten new Indiana Conference districts  that will begin
operating on January 1. 2010. It’s available at www.inumc.org.
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Cobb: ‘We are living stones proclaiming God’s mighty acts’
“We are spiritual houses who are

to proclaim the mighty acts of
God,” said the Rev. Michelle Cobb,
now former superintendent of the
Calumet District, to more than
2,000 worshipers Friday, June 26
during an  evening Service of Re-
membrance and Celebration of
Resurrection. The conference cel-
ebrated and remembered the lives
of 23 clergy and 37 clergy spouses,
who died since both conferences
met this past year.

Using the words of Jesus in
John 7: 37-39, Cobb proclaimed,
“If any one thirst, let him come to
Jesus and drink. You and I have
received the living water.”

Likewise, standing on this chief
foundation stone (of Jesus), we
have been translated into living
stones.

She said, in faithful obedience
to God through Christ, we are to
witness and proclaim the mighty
deeds of God. Remember the
words of Jesus in John 3:16, “For
God so loved the world.” What
does God’s world look like?

“The Holy Spirit is shaping us
and molding us to offering spiri-
tual sacrifices to God …

“We are spiritual houses made
to proclaim the message of an
awesome, living God who desires
to love everybody.

“We cannot be content to be just
for each other believers. We are
called to participate in God’s re-
demptive mission to all,” she said.

Looking forward to Saturday’s
Mission and Outreach to Muncie,
she said, “Tomorrow the living wa-
ter will give us an opportunity to
proclaim God’s love to all people.”

We, spiritual houses, will be-
come touchstones of faith for gen-
erations before and behind us. We
do that by creating living memo-
ries and living reminders. Living
testimonies for Christians and
non-Christians alike.

Cobb then asked the audience
to stand by age groups, laity, cler-
gy and guests until all were stand-
ing. With each group she pro-
claimed, “You are touchstones of
faith… we are living memories,
living reminders of God’s awe-
some deeds to a world that con-
stantly needs to be reminded that
there is a living God.

“Living memories, living re-
minders of faith through Jesus
Christ. Our witness lives beyond the
grave as we remember those spous-
es of clergy and clergy,” she said.

“Through our praise and God’s
mighty deeds, we are touchstones
of faith through Jesus Christ. May
we continue to be the house that
proclaims the mighty deeds of

God, who loves ex-
travagantly.”

Following the
sermon, Bishop
Mike Coyner led
the conference in
Holy Communion.

Worship music
was provided by a
combined Muncie
choir including
members of Geth-
semane, Riverside,
College Avenue and
High Street UMCs.

Jennifer Arbo-
gast, a doctoral stu-
dent of BSU, was
the director.

Mary Dicken
was the harpist.

Conference takes action in relation to campus ministry
Due to severe budget cuts across the

board directly affecting outreach ministries
in Indiana, the issue of campus ministries
and its funding came to the floor of the In-
diana Annual Conference session in Mun-
cie for debate. In relation to campus minis-
try, the conference took several important
actions.

They included:
1. The conference approved and has al-

ready implemented the hiring of the first-
ever associate director devoted to Youth,
Young Adults, and Campus Ministry.
The Rev. Brian Durand is that associate
director. With his previous experience,

he will do an excellent job of helping
the conference move forward with an
over-all plan for these areas of ministry.

2. During the Saturday morning June 27
session final Council on Finance and Ad-
ministration report, the conference ap-
proved a Special Sunday offering to sup-
port Indiana campus ministries – again,
for the first time ever. Many people ex-
pressed their desire to “go the extra mile”
and to expand their giving to support
those campus ministries which are ef-
fective by the budget cuts. Since the
Conference also greatly reduced the lo-
cal church share sent to support the con-

ference in 2010 (from 12 to 10 percent),
there could be more local church sup-
port available to help campus ministries,
especially those that enjoy a sense of re-
lationship and local support from nearby
congregations.

3. The conference also approved and re-
ferred to the new Leadership Table a
fund for “Emergency and Emerging
Ministries,” which may be assigned to
help any of our institutions and agencies
that need transitional help, including
campus ministries.

4. The current funding for Campus Minis-
tries in the 2009 budgets of the former

North and South conferences contin-
ues to the end of 2009, so there is time
for these transitions and for decisions
by the Leadership Table to provide
transitional funding in 2010.
The conference did not approve a last-

minute resolution to revert to the former
budgets and to the former “pass through”
method of supporting some agencies,
which has resulted in increasingly less
support in recent years.

The new Indiana Annual Conference
will continue to seek new ways to en-
courage, evaluate and support campus
ministries.

Co-Lay Leaders join forces in first united laity session
By Matthew Oates

The inaugural laity session for
the new Indiana Conference be-
gan with words from co-lay lead-
ers Kayc Mykrantz and Ike Will-
iams thanking lay members for
their service and attendance.

The Rev. Jim Bushfield, direc-
tor of connectional ministries,
gave the laity an update of the
Imagine Indiana plan.

“Your congregation must have
a clear mission statement you have
to know where you’re going.” The
same can be said about the annu-
al conference.

“You are the conference,”
Bushfield continued. “You are
making decisions for the confer-
ence, which is your local church.
If the conference is to grow, the

50 camp chairs for Camp Adven-
ture, organizing members of the
Kokomo District to build 128
bunk beds for Pine Creek Camp
and participating in various mis-
sion trips in Africa, South Ameri-
ca, Central America and across the
United States.

Laity manuscript
Bob Ice of Mt. Zion UMC near

Evansville was the winner of the
annual laity manuscript contest,
with this year’s theme of “Disci-
ples Transforming the World
Through Prayer.”

Jane Heustis of Indianapolis
Irvington UMC was the first run-
ner-up and Scott Semester of In-
dianapolis St. Luke’s UMC was
the second runner-up.

Ice began asking what if the

local church needs to grow. The
energy of the annual conference
should be to assist the local
church.”

Bushfield closed with a ques-
tion of the lay members: “Why are
you here?” He added that mem-
bers should answer that question

theological-
ly: “Why has
God called
you here?
Even if you
are here by
a c c i d e n t ,
God wants
you here.”

“We have
the potential
to model and
lead the de-
n o m i n a -

tion,” said Bushfield.

Bread and Basin Award
Alan Riendeau of the Kokomo

District was this year’s recipient
of the Bread and Basin Award.
Alan was honored for his commit-
ment and dedication to building

disciples had to go through a mod-
ern day screening process to be-
come Jesus’ disciples. He con-
cluded saying, “A good disciple
is hard to find today as in Jesus’
day.”

Saying that we are all called to
consecrated action, discipleship is
the process of becoming a whole
person. “Discipleship is not a part-
time activity. It is a Christian’s
full-time vocation.”

Ice used several analogies, in-
cluding football references and
not just huddle in the church: we
need to go out and share Jesus’
love.

“We’re all called to be disci-
ples,” he said. “We’re being
watched by others. Your actions
are viewed by others and may be
the only Bible others ever see.”

Conference Co-Lay Leaders Williams and Mykrantz

Those remembered during memorial service
Clergy remembered in the June

26 worship service included these
23 clergy: Thomas Abbott, Daniel
Bengston, Ray Bradley, Bill But-
ler, Richard Dolby, Vern Doles,
Kenneth Foulke, George Great-
house, Michaelene Haysler, Fred-
erick Hill, Ellis Hukill, Jerome
Hyde, Woodrow Kennell, Richard
Kistler, Jane Lincoln, Carol Lott,
Robert Lougheed, Carlyle Mason,
Robert Miller, Larry Schwartz, Dar-

rel Taggart, Lawrence Tedrow and
John Thrasher.

These 37 clergy spouses re-
membered included: Barbara
Maxwell, Bernice Miller, Betty
Rhoda, Mary Wigner, Jane E Bill,
Martha Louise Carlton, Evalena
Clements, Sue Copeland, Esther
Mary Crocker, Phyllis Dicken,
Terry French, Marjorie M Fritz,
Elma Heady, Eleanor Heath,
Jeanette Hulbert, Minnie Lee

Jones, Pamela Keith, Hazel  Kil-
lion, Roberta Lundy, Martha L
McGee, Opal Lathrop Mills, Mon-
na Dee Nevil, Stella Nordby, Jan-
et Soldner Nussbaum, Kathryn
Osbon, Marian Parks, Lillian Per-
kins, Mary Beth Ping, Jewell Rit-
tenhouse, Lydia Sands, Irene
Saunders, Jessie Skinner, Alice
Sprague, Sarah Thayer, Josephine
L Thomas, Charlene Ward and
Gary Werner.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE SESSION

Photo by Linda Hoopes
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Bishop Michael J. Coyner has an-
nounced the following changes within
the Indiana Area. These appointments
are based on Cabinet reports received
by Indiana Area Communication during
the months of May and June 2009.

North Indiana Conference
Amaya, Carlos from Monte Sion,

Lafayette to No appointment,
Lafayette, 5/11/2009

Aydelotte, Timothy from Supply Pastor,
Michiana to South Bend Monson
Community, Michiana, 7/1/2009

Beall, Michael from Living Water, Hun-
tington to Hanna, Calumet, 7/1/2009

Bremmer, Andrea from School, Hun-
tington to Reynolds, Lafaytette, 7/
1/2009

Brown, Frank from Point Isabel, Marion
to Point Isabel/Fowlerton, Marion,
7/1/2009

Burris, Paul from South Whitley, War-
saw to Richvalley, Huntington, 7/1/
2009

Chinn, David from Montpelier, Marion
to Montpelier/Pleasant Grove,
Marion, 7/1/2009

Coffman, Daniel from Dunkirk Bethel,
Muncie to Dunkirk Bethel/Sugar
Grove, Muncie, 7/1/2009

Cook, Devin from No appointment to
Liberty Center, Huntington, 7/1/
2009

Davis, Jason P. from no appointment to
Mt. Gilboa, Lafayette, 7/1/2009

Day, Mark A. from Bourbon First, War-
saw to Bourbon/Aldersgate, Warsaw,
7/1/2009

Emerson, Wendell Lee from Mt. Gilboa,
Lafayette to Retirement, 6/30/2009

Gammon, Donna Jean from no appoint-
ment to Spencerville, Fort Wayne, 7/
1/2009

Garrett, D. Bradford from Woodruff,
Michiana to LaFontaine, Hunting-
ton, 7/1/2009

Garver, Bill from Bremen Grace, War-
saw to Anderson Bethel, Marion, 7/
1/2009

Gehring, Stacee Fischer from Herbst,
Marion to Kokomo Grace Associate,
Kokomo, 7/1/2009

Harris, Davis from Scricleville,
Lafayette to Yeoman, Lafayette, 7/
1/2009

Heath, Michael from Leesburg, Warsaw
to Geneva First, Huntington, 7/1/
2009

Heinbaugh, Michael D. from Ligonier,
Warsaw to Decatur St. Mark’s, Hun-
tington, 7/1/2009

Jennys, David from Involuntary Leave
of Absence to Wolcott, Lafayette, 5/
1/2009

Kaiser, Byron W. from Hammond First,
Calumet to Ligonier, Warsaw, 7/1/
2009

Kaiser, Candyce from Hammond First,
Calumet to Ligonier, Warsaw, 7/1/
2009

Law, Warrell Gamble from Retirement,
Kokomo to Erie, Kokomo, 7/1/2009

Law, Warrell Gamble from Erie,
Kokomo to Retirement, 6/30/2009

Lawson, James from Maple Grove (LP
Co.), Calumet to no appointment, 7/
1/2009

Lawson, Michael from Attwood
Otterbein, Warsaw to Herbst,
Marion, 7/1/2009

Martin, Susan from Leave of Absence,
Warsaw to Leesburg, Warsaw, 7/1/

2009
Maxson, John from Wayne Center, Fort

Wayne to No appointment, Fort
Wayne, 5/31/2009

Miller, Kevin from Bremen Salem, War-
saw to Bremen, Warsaw, 7/1/2009

Nave, James M. from Muncie Trinity,
Muncie to no appointment, 6/30/
2009

Raschka, Robert from Hammond
Woodmar, Calumet to Salem Chapel
Calumet, 7/1/2009

Raschka, Robert from Hammond
Woodmar, Calumet to Maple Grove
(LP Co.), Calumet, 7/1/2009

Reed, Noel from Packerton, Warsaw to
No appointment, Warsaw, 5/16/2009

Reynolds, Cynthia J. from Warsaw Dis-
trict Superintendent, Warsaw to
Calumet District Superintendent,
Calumet, 7/1/2009

Rice, Jason from Albany Bethel/Morn-
ings, Muncie to Portland Trinity,
Muncie, 7/1/2009

Stone, Alex from Salem Chapel, Calu-
met to Hammond Woodmar, Calu-
met, 7/1/2009

Summers, Sharon Ann from Farmland/
Sugar Grove, Muncie to Farmland,
Muncie, 6/30/2009

Taylor, Jeff S. from Decatur St. Marks,
Huntington to Anderson First,
Marion, 7/1/2009

Waggoner, Gregory from Christland,
Marion to Morocco First, Calumet,
7/1/2009

Weesner, Gerald from Spencerville, Fort
Wayne to No appointment, Fort
Wayne, 6/30/2009

White, Sharon from South Indiana Con-
ference to Anderson New Hope/S.C.,
Marion, 7/1/2009

Wolf, John from North Liberty,
Michiana to Living Water, Hunting-
ton, 7/1/2009

Wood, Bill from No appointment, War-
saw to Pacerton, Warsaw, 5/17/2009

Wood, Bill from no appointment to
Packerton, Warsaw, 5/17/2009

Wuertemberger Desire R. from
Losantville, Muncie to no appoint-
ment, 6/30/2009

Yankey, Allison Elizabeth from no ap-
pointment to Auburn First, Fort
Wayne, 5/1/2009

South Indiana Conference
Allen, James Douglas from Thorntown,

Indianapolis West to Indpls:
Edgewood, Indianapolis West, 7/1/
2009

Alvey, Paul W. from PCGM:Cannelton/
P C G M : C a n n e l : R o m e /
PCGM:Cannel:Tobinsport, Evans-
ville to No appointment, 6/30/2009

Atkins, Michael A. from Algiers,
Vincennes to Algiers/Alford,
Vincennes, 7/1/2009

Britt, Charles A. from Otisco/Otisco:
Emmanuel/Otisco: Old Salem, New
Albany to Thorntown, Indianapolis
West, 7/1/2009

Burcham, Kenneth Ray from Indianapo-
lis: Edgewood, Indianapolis West to
Centerville, Rushville, 7/1/2009

Cain, Frederick Gerald from Wayside/
Wayside: Bono, Terre Haute to Woo-
druff, North Indiana Conference, 7/
1/2009

Caldwell, Dirk from Avon, Indianapo-
lis West to New Albany: Jacobs
Chapel, New Albany, 7/1/2009

Cartwright, Mary Gayle Wilder from

Greenwood, Indianapolis East to
Bloomington: First, Bloomington, 7/
1/2009

Cumbee, Cheryl Jones from Faith Coun-
seling Center to Retirement, 6/30/
2009

Curts, Peter Hoyt from no appointment
to Otisco/Otisco: Emmanuel/Otisco:
Old Salem, New Albany, 7/1/2009

Devaisher, Len from Indpls: Center, In-
dianapolis West to no appointment,
5/31/2009

Durand, Brian L. from Indpls: St.
Luke’s, Indianapolis West to Indiana
Conference, 7/1/2009

Garrett, Larry Alton from Marietta,
Rushville to no appointment, 5/31/
2009

Giesselman, Tammy Kay from
Boonville: Main St., Evanville to
Ext. Ministry: University of Evans-
ville, 7/1/2009

Goen, Lonny R. from Scipio/
Elizabethtown, Columbus to Odon,
Vincennes, 7/1/2009

Grant, James from no appointment to
Moores Ridge, Bloomington, 7/1/
2009

Hart, Kathyrn P. from Bloomington:
Arlington, Bloomington to no ap-
pointment, 4/1/2009

Haywood, Peggy from Indpls: Wesley,
Indianapolis West to Nashville,
Bloomington, 7/1/2009

Hendrey, Darin Calvin from Odon,
Vincennes to Middletown,
Rushville, 7/1/2009

Henry, David C. from Jamestown, North
Indiana to Boonville: Main St.,
Evansville, 8/1/2009

Herrin, Cory from Epworth, Evansville
to Evans: The Turning Pointe,
Evansville, 5/1/2009

Higdon, James H. from Crothersville/
Crothersville:Cana, Columbus to
Fountain/Fount:Oak Grove, New
Albany, 7/1/2009

Hock, Brendan from Plainfield, India-
napolis West to No appointment, 5/
31/2009

Hopkins, Lyndon from Oolitic,
Bloomington to no appointment, 6/
30/2009

Howard, Earnest McKinley Jr. from
Retirement to Cambridge City,
Rushville, 7/1/2009

Howard, Earnest McKinley, Jr. from
Conners: Grand Avenue, Rushville
to Retirement, 6/30/2009

Hunt, Curtis Clark from Carmel, India-
napolis East to Clarksville: Morton

Memorial, New Albany, 7/1/2009
Kaetzel, Steven Glenn from Columbus:

First, Columbus to Retirement, 6/30/
2009

King, Kimberly Jean from no appoint-
ment to Indpls: Roberts Park, India-
napolis West, 7/1/2009

Kite, Marion L. from Carmel: St.
Mark’s, Indianapolis East to Indpls.
West District Superintendent, India-
napolis West, 7/1/2009

Lance, Rick D. from no appointment to
Francisco, Vincennes, 7/1/2009

Land, Robert Alan from Centerville,
Rushville to Shelbyville: First,
Rushville, 7/1/2009

Landon, Jeffrey Alan from Middletown,
Rushville to Incapacity Leave, 7/1/
2009

Marshall, Lance G. from Georgetown
Christ, New Albany to Georgetown
Christ/Bethany/Bethany: Persever-
ance Chapel, New Albany, 7/1/2009

McGillem, James from Patoka Grove/
Alford, Vincennes to no appoint-
ment, 7/1/2009

Miller, Rick Lee from Shelbyville: First,
Rushville to Indpls: Church of the
Saviour, Indianapolis East, 7/1/2009

Montgomery, Perry from no appoint-
ment to Pleasant Grove, Indianapo-
lis East, 7/1/2009

Morrow, Karen W. from Clarian Health
to Transitional Leave, 1/15/2009

Murphy, W. Theodore from Erie,
Bloomington to no appointment, 7/
1/2009

Neikirk, Christopher Dale from no ap-
pointment to Evans: Methodist
Temple, Evansville, 7/1/2009

Perry, Paul Dewayne from Clarks:
Morton Chapel, New Albany to in-
capacity leave, New Albany, 7/1/
2009

Platt, Larry J. from no appointment to
Borden Cir: Daisy Hill, New Albany,
7/1/2009

Rairdon, Jerry W. from New Alb: Silver
Street, New Albany to Indpls: Old
Bethel, Indianapolis East, 7/1/2009

Ramsey, James G. from Bloomington:
St. Mark’s, Bloomington to Avon,
Indianapolis West, 7/9/2009

Relford, Allen from WTH First:
Bethseda/WTH: First, Terre Haute to
Wayside, Terre Haute, 7/15/2009

Roberts, Christopher from Grace,
Kokomo District to Indpls: Meridian
Street, Indianapolis West, 7/1/2009

Sanders, Douglas Lee from Lebanon:
Otterbein/Leb. Otter: Milledgeville,

Indianapolis West to Elizabethtown,
Columbus, 7/1/2009

Sanders, Mark A. from Oak Cty: Trintiy,
Vincennes to Oak Cty: Trinity/
Patoka Grove, Vincennes, 7/1/2009

Schoenecker, Warren from Old Union/
Old Union: Leipsic, Bloomington to
no appointment, 6/30/2009

Seitz, Stephen R. from Shiloh,
Vincennes to Retirement, 6/30/2009

Smock, Linda from no appointment to
Bridgeton, Terre Haute, 7/1/2009

Sparks, Rose Ann from no appointment
to Sullivan, Vincennes, 7/1/2009

Stum, Dale from no appointment to
Utica, New Albany, 7/1/2009

Taylor, Scott from no appointment to
Indpls: Grace, Indianapolis East, 7/
1/2009

Terrell, Teresa from no appointment to
Mt. Nebo: Christianburg,
Bloomington, 6/1/2009

Tritani, Ramon from no appointment to
Simpson Chapel, Bloomington, 6/1/
2009

Tucker, H. Wayne from Cambridge City,
Rushville to Indianapolis: Aldersgate,
Indianapolis West, 6/1/2009

Vester, Robert W. from McCutchanville
Community, Evansville to New Alb:
Silver Street, New Albany, 7/1/2009

Walton, Jason Lee from Utica, New Al-
bany to Crawford Consolidated/
Crawf Cons: Pilot Knob, New Al-
bany, 7/1/2009

Watson, Beth Newton from Clarian
West Medical Center to Clarian
Health, 5/15/2009

Whitacre, Matthew Blane from No ap-
pointment to Erie, Bloomington, 7/
1/2009

White, Sharon Anne from South Indi-
ana Conference to Anderson New
Hope, North Indiana Conference, 7/
1/2009

Wibert, Gerald Roland from Lincoln
Hills, New Albany to Retirement, 6/
30/2009

Williams, Brian from no appointment
to Indpls: North, Indianapolis West,
7/1/2009

Wilson, Valerie E. Transfer from Balti-
more/Washington to Indpls: St. An-
drew, Indianapolis West, 7/1/2009

Witt, Douglas Alan from Emison,
Vincennes to Lincoln Hills, New
Albany, 7/1/2009

Zirkle, Jeffrie V. from Greensburg,
Rushville to transferring to
Kingwood, Amarillo District, North-
west Texas Conference, 4/30/2009

APPOINTMENTS

Members and friends of the McCords-
ville United Methodist Church cele-
brated as ground was broken on the
building expansion project May
10.The first phase is a $1.6 million
expansion that will double the exist-
ing size of the church providing a
welcoming and handicapped acces-
sible design. In the second phase,
the existing sanctuary will be remod-
eled. The 8,600 square foot addition
to the existing building will feature:
new classrooms, a fellowship hall, a
commercial grade kitchen, an eleva-
tor, new office space, handicapped
accessible restrooms and a narthex
area off the new main entrance. Con-
struction is expected to be complet-
ed by fall of this year. The Rev. John
Myrland is pastor of the McCordsville
UMC north of Indianapolis.Photo courtesy of McCordsville UMC

McCordsville UMC breaks ground for new addition
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SHIRLEY A. BRETT, widow
of the Rev. William E. Brett (former
NIC), died July 4, 2009. A memo-
rial service was held July 7 at Cen-
tenary UMC in Terre Haute, Ind.,
with burial at Memorial Gardens in
Lafayette, Ind. Survivors include:
two daughters, Carol Perry and Su-
san Wilson; three sons, Phil Brett,
Gary Brett and Dennis Brett; one
brother, William Payne; nine grand-
children; and seven great-grand-
children.

WAYNE HUGHES DAVIS,
father of the Rev. Roberta Ingles
Davis of Hobart Trinity UMC
(former NIC), died May 22, 2009.
A memorial service was held May
26 at the Fisher Funeral Home in
Logansport. Survivors include: his
wife, Jackie; daughters, the Rev.
Roberta Ingle Davis of Hobart,
Lana Stout of Logansport and
Valerie Elkins of Boise, Idaho;
five grandchildren and one great-
grandchild. Condolences can be
sent to Mrs. Jackie Davis, 1016
Lynas Avenue, Logansport, IN
46947 and/or to the Rev. Roberta
L. Davis, 3700 E. 34th Lane,
Hobart, IN 46342-1407.

SARAH YARBROUGH
EVANS, mother of the Rev. James
Evans, pastor of Crescent Avenue
UMC in Fort Wayne (former NIC),
died May 28, 2009 in Valparaiso,
Ind. A memorial service was held
June 5 at the First UMC in Valparai-
so. A second memorial service was
held at First UMC in Mishawaka,
Ind., June 6. Survivors include:

Margie Miller and son-in-law the
Rev. Lloyd H. Miller, retired
(former NIC), of Valparaiso, The
Honorable Sarah Barker of Mor-
gantown, Ind., Dr. Lora Stout of
Lathrup Village, Minn., the Rev.
James M. Evans, Jr. of Fort Wayne,
Joe Evans of North Wales, Pa., and
Amy Stant of Indianapolis; 16
grandchildren and 15 great-grand-
children. Condolences can be sent
the Rev. James M. Evans, Crescent
Avenue UMC, 1232 Crescent Ave-
nue, Fort Wayne, IN, 46805 and to
Margie Evans Miller, 513 Calumet
Avenue, Valparaiso, IN 46383. Me-
morial gifts can be made to the First
UMC, 201 E. Third Street, Misha-
waka, IN46544, designated to the
Sarah Evans Fund for Mission.

JOHN FISHER, local civic
leader, active United Methodist lay-
man and a formidable presence in
the Muncie since the 1940s, died
June 28, 2009. He was chairman of
Ball Corp. from 1981 to his retire-
ment in 1986. He was active at High
Street United Methodist Church,
helping oversee the rebuilding of
the structure after a 1978 explosion.
A memorial service for John Fish-
er is scheduled for 2 p.m. Thurs-
day, July 16 at High Street UMC,
219 South High Street.

GEORGE GREATHOUSE,
part-time Local Pastor at Helton-
ville UMC in the Bloomington
District (former SIC), died May
29, 2009. A memorial service was
held June 2 at Brownstown, Ind.,
with burial at the Christiansburg

Cemetery. Survivors include:
wife, Connie Greathouse, 7981 W.
CR 975 N., Norman, IN 47264;
two daughters, Teresa Roland and
Jill Greathouse; two grandchil-
dren. Memorial contributions can
be made to the American Cancer
Society, American Diabetes Asso-
ciation or donor’s choice.

CHUCK HEFLEY, long-time
North Indiana Conference lay lead-
er and supporter of camping and
Epworth Forest, died June 24, 2009.
A memorial service is tentatively
planned for July 11 at Grace Unit-
ed Methodist Church in Kokomo.

JEANETTE HULBERT,
wife of retired pastor the Rev.
Glen F. Hulbert (former NIC),
died May 19, 2009. A memorial
service was held May 22 at Con-
gress Street UMC in Lafayette,
Ind. The Revs. Glenda Woodcox
and Kate Walker officiated. Sur-
vivors include: her husband, Glen;
daughter, Karla Hulbert; and son,
Timothy Hulbert, both of Lafay-
ette; and four grandchildren. Con-
dolences can be sent to the Rev.
Glen F. Hulbert, 909 Crestview
Pl., Lafayette, IN 47905. Memo-
rials can be given to the St. Eliza-
beth Hospice, 1415 Salem St.,
Suite 202W, Lafayette, IN 47904.

WILLIAM DENVER MED-
DOCK, retired pastor (former
NIC), died July 1, 2009. A memo-
rial service was held July 7 at the
Bradley UMC in Greenfield, Ind.
Survivors include: his wife,
Jeanne; three daughters, one son,

and one step-daughter - JoAnn,
Sherry, Mardene, Wayne and
Betsy. Condolences can be sent
to Jeanne Meddock, 405 Haw-
thorne Lane, Greenfield, IN
46140. Memorials can be given
to the Bradley UMC, 210 W.
Main St., Greenfield, IN 46140.

ROBERT HERMAN MILL-
ER, retired Elder (former SIC)
who last served at Lawrenceburg
UMC, died May 30, 2009. A me-
morial service was held June 20,
at Covington (Ind.) UMC. Survi-
vors include: wife, Marjorie A.
Miller, Crestwood Village West,
315 Welcome Way, Boulevard E.,
Building 6, Room 202D, Indianap-
olis, IN 46214; daughter, Dot Mill-
er Ward of Indianapolis; son, Dav-
id Miller of Brownsburg. Memo-
rial contributions can be given to
Covington UM Choir, c/o Coving-
ton UMC, P.O. Box 222, Coving-
ton, IN 47932; Ruth Lilly Hospice
of Clarian, 1801 N. Capitol Ave.,
Indianapolis, IN 46202; St. Vin-
cent Hospice, 2142 West 86th
Street, Indianapolis, IN 46260.

ROBERT EUGENE
NEWNUM, father of the Rev.
Robert Stephen Newnum, Gen-
eral Board of Global Ministries
missionary/professor to Brazil
(former NIC), died May 28,
2009. A memorial service was
held June 2 at Bethany UMC in
Fort Wayne with the burial June
3 in Kingman, Ind. Condolenc-
es can be e-mailed to the Rev.
Robert Stephen Newnum at

rsnewnum@gmail.com.
ERNEST H. OTTJES, of

Stewartville, Minn., father of Jim
Ottjes, active lay person in Lay
Speaking Ministries (former NIC)
and delegate to General Confer-
ences, died June 4, 2009. He also
was the father-in-law of the Rev.
Karen Ottjes of Akron. A memo-
rial service was held June 9 in
Stewartville, Minn. Condolences
can be sent to Jim and Karen Ot-
tjes, 418 N. Mishawaka St., Ak-
ron, IN 46910-9108.

CARNELL SCOTT, active lay
person in the former North Indiana
Conference, died June 3, 2009. A
memorial service was held June 9
in Gary. He was preceded in death
by his wife, Edna. Survivors in-
clude: his three daughters, Made-
lyn Beasley, Patricia Dumas and
Patricia Jackson. Condolences can
be sent to Madelyn Beasley, 619
Hovey St., Gary, IN 46404.

PAUL R. TEMPLE, retired
pastor (former NIC), died June 17,
2009. A memorial service will be
held at a later date. Survivors in-
clude: his daughter, Dr. Carolyn
Temple Adger of Silver Springs,
Md.; sons, Dr. Gordon P. Temple
of Indianapolis, and Prof. Harold
L. Temple of Glen Ellyn, Ill. Con-
dolences can be sent to Prof.
Harold L. Temple, 501 Forest
Ave., Apt. 506, Glen Ellyn, IL
60137. Memorial gifts may be sent
to the Otterbein-Lebanon Retire-
ment Community, 585 N. State
Rte. 741, Lebanon, OH 45036.

DEATHS

INDIANAPOLIS – Indiana
Bishop Mike Coyner and the con-
ference directors have approved
the selection of four Indiana Con-
ference staff members to contin-
ue in similar positions.

They are Ed Fenstermacher as
Associate Director of Church De-
velopment, Ruth Ellen Needler as
Assistant Director for Office and
Conference Services, Ed Metzler
to continue as Secretary to the
Bishop and Erma Metzler to con-
tinue as Communication Assis-
tant.

Ed Fenstermacher, associate
director of
church de-
velopment
and revital-
ization of
the former
North Indi-
ana Confer-
ence based
in Marion,
Ind., is a na-
tive of Har-
risburg, Pa., but only lived there a
few months. His parents, Bob and
Anita Fenstermacher, were Meth-
odist medical missionaries who
served in the former Belgian Con-
go (now the DRC) and later served
in Nome, Alaska. Ed has lived in

northern Indiana since he was
eight-years old.

He is a graduate of John Glenn
High School in Walkerton and
Taylor University where he was
granted a B.D. Degree in second-
ary education English. He taught
high school English in Ken-
dallville from 1980 to 1984. He
then served as Director of Church
Growth and Revitalization at Sim-
pson UMC in Fort Wayne from
1984 to 1995. For the past 14
years, he has served as Associate
Director for Church Development
and Revitalization in the former
North Indiana Conference.

His mother, Anita, who died in
2000, was a Lay Leader for the
North Indiana Conference served
in the area of spiritual formation.
His father is retired and lives in
South Bend. His oldest brother,
Mark, is senior pastor of Trinity
UMC in Elkhart.

He and his wife Marlene are
members of Covenant UMC in
Fort Wayne where Marlene serves
as a diaconal minister in the area
of children’s ministries. They are
the parents of Erik (17, a high
school junior), Kyle (16, a sopho-
more) and Andrew (14, an eighth
grader). The Fenstermachers
spend a lot of time watching their

three boys’ sporting events. Ed also
volunteers at “In As Much,” a
downtown ministry that serves the
poor. He also likes to play racket
ball, work crossword puzzles, gar-
den and collect banana stickers.

In his new position which be-
gan July 1, he will develop and im-
plement the conference strategic
plan for church development, with
a focus on making disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation
of the world. Key functions of this
position include among other
tasks: identifying and motivating
transformational leaders and carry-
ing out the church’s development
strategic plan within the new North
and Northeast Districts, working in
collaboration with their district su-
perintendents. He is supervised by
the Rev. Mark Gough, the new
conference director of church de-
velopment. Other Associate Direc-
tors of Church Development will
be announced in the weeks to
come.

Ruth Ellen Needler, assistant
administrator for office and confer-
ence services of the former North
Indiana Conference based in Mar-
ion, Ind., is a native of Sweetser,
Ind., five miles west of Muncie,
and a 1977 graduate of Oak Hill
High School. She was employed by

the North
I n d i a n a
C o n f e r -
ence right
after grad-
uation and
for the past
32 years
has worked
in various
areas of the
conference service center. For the
past seven years, she has held her
present position.

She is a life-long member of
the Mount Olive UMC in Mari-
on. She is married to Roger
Needler, her high school sweet-
heart. They have three adult chil-
dren: Pete (25) and wife, Jenni,
who live in Carmel; Ty (22), a
senior at Taylor University and
Brad (21), a junior at Indiana
Wesleyan University. As pas-
times, she enjoys sports, reading
and travel.

In her new position which be-
came effective July 1, she pro-
vides oversight of office servic-
es, including supervision of the
support staff pool and conference
services, including support needs
of the annual conference session.
She is supervised by Brent Will-
iams, the new conference direc-

tor of administrative services.
Ed Metzler, current Secretary

to the Bishop, will continue to
work with Coyner as secretary. He
began working as a freelancer
with the Hoosier United Method-
ist conference newspaper in 1994
and has served nine years full-time
in the area office and has served
two bishops.

Erma Metzler, current Com-
munications Assistant, will contin-
ue serving with Communication
Director Dan Gangler. She has
served 14 years as communication
assistant to two directors of com-
munication.

Both of their position descrip-
tions will remain similar in the
new conference. Ed and Erma
Metzler, husband and wife, will
continue their current positions at
the Indiana Area office and will
move this fall into the new Indi-
ana Conference Center on the
north side of Indianapolis.

Both are natives of Erie, Pa. Ed
served 20 years as a public affairs
specialist (both public relations
and journalism) in the United
States Air Force. Upon retirement,
the Metzlers moved to Indianap-
olis, where Ed had previously
served. They have two grown chil-
dren and three grandchildren.
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