
1Final Edition
Indiana Conference Daily HUM News

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control;
against such there is no law.”

– Galatians 5:22-23

2010 Indiana Annual
Conference edition
Ball State University, Muncie

Final (covering Saturday and Sunday) Vol. 2, No. 3

The Saturday morning
session could be summed
up in one word: Reports.

Monitoring: Darren
Cushman Wood asked
conference members, “Is
the church as diverse as
your iPod?” Updates on
monitoring include cele-
brations on the diversity of
the worship team and
styles offered, as well as
the use of a sign language
interpreter. At the clergy
session, there is greater
gender and racial diversity among the
ordinands. During the laity session, there
was only one youth presenting, but the
gender of the participants was equal. The
Friday morning session consisted of pre-
dominately Caucasian male clergy while
the Friday afternoon session was com-
prised of females of various backgrounds.

Youth: The Conference Youth pre-
sented Bishop Coyner with tools and a
white board with Ecclesiastes 3, regard-
ing a time for change.

Cabinet and lay address: “God is
alive and working in us,” said The Rev.
Cindy Reynolds. “There is a lot of chaos
among us.” Members of the conference
need to remember our roots and dreams
and be open to be shaped by God’s spirit
and also need to continue strengthening
clergy and laity working together. A guest
appearance by John Wesley added to the
joint report. Reynolds plus Conference
co-lay leaders Kayc Mykrantz and Ike
Williams challenged each pastor and lay-
person to receive one new member each
year and also be active in nurturing one
person along in the faith. They also chal-

Saturday morning plenary session

Conference receives votes, prepares for day of outreach
lenged churches to
be intentional on
reaching into the
community.

Pension and In-
surance: The Rev.
Greg McGarvey
shared the board is
working hard to
make the transition
to one pension plan
and one insurance
plan. The General
Board of Pension and
Health Benefits alert-

ed conferences regarding insufficient
funds for pensions with changing mar-
ket conditions. The board has been mon-
itoring this issue. Pension rates will be
unchanged in 2011; there will be an in-
crease in the pre-1982 plan. HealthFlex
will be increasing deductibles, but par-
ticipants can participate in education and
screenings to lower their premiums.  The
conference also received a report from
the Central Conference Pension Initia-
tive, which has met its fundraising goal.

Trustees: The Rev. Mark Dicken said
there are still three conference corporations
operating and called all three bodies to or-
der. The former North Conference had no
action items and an update was given about
Oakwood Inn and Conference Center in
Syracuse. The former South Conference
had no action items. The Indiana Confer-
ence has district parsonages for sale, has
moved to a new conference center and has
provided an investment update. The trust-
ees are researching working on a confer-
ence-wide insurance program.

Youth, young adult and campus
ministry resources: The Rev. Brian

Durand introduced two Web sites as re-
sources for the conference. For youth,
visit www.youthministryconnection.org
and for campus ministries, visit
www.inumc.org/campusministry.

Camping: The Rev. Stan Buck pro-
vided an update on Impact 28:18 and the
capital campaign. More than $2.2 million
has been pledged to the Epworth Forest
campaign. The first new cabins will be
built later this year.

The conference approved the nomina-
tions report as amended. The nominations
report is on the Conference Web site.

Upper Room: Sarah Wilke, publish-
er of The Upper Room, talked to confer-
ence members about The Upper Room’s
75th anniversary. The one-billionth copy
of the Upper Room devotional will soon
be printed.

CF&A: The Rev. Kent Millard pre-
sented the 2011 budget. Conference
members asked for the Leadership Team
to explore ways to encourage churches
to pay their tithe so Indiana can continue
to do strong connectional ministry as a
strong connectional church. Members
approve the $15.6 million budget. Infor-
mation on the various ministries and spe-
cial offerings will be sent to congrega-
tions soon. Charles Roth asked for a rule
of law regarding General Church appor-
tionments. CF&A also will notify local
churches on their General Church appor-
tionment by the conference Web site.

United Methodist Men: Gil Hanke,
general secretary of the United Method-
ist Men, thanked the conference for the
support of men’s ministries.

General and Jurisdictional confer-

John Wesley – also known as Bert Kite
– speaks to the annual conference
during the joint cabinet and laity ad-
dresses.

Continued on page 3
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They sorted food. They visited nurs-
ing homes. They weeded flower beds.
They washed cars. And that’s just a few
of the mission projects completed by
Hoosier United Methodists on the sec-
ond annual Day of Outreach during an-
nual conference sessions.

More than 630 participants and 150
local volunteer coordinators spread out
across Muncie, partnering with social
service agencies, local churches, commu-
nity organizations and businesses.

Rick and Amy Hartig of Stewartsville
UMC in Posey County, who participated
in this day last year and this year, brought
their two daughters, Ashley, 10 and Mad-
die, 9.

“I’m helping people who need food by
doing this,” said Maddie, between count-
ing out six packages of food and hand-
ing them to her mom at Second Harvest
Food Bank of East Central Indiana. “This
is my favorite thing to do.”

Cheryl Britt of Roanoke Seminary
UMC signed up because she thought it
would be interesting. A previous church
she attended had a food pantry and
Roanoke Seminary helps their local food
pantry. “This will give me some inspira-
tion,” said Britt, who will take the infor-
mation and see how her church’s youth
group could help out more with their lo-
cal food pantry.

According to Tony Baarsma of Sec-
ond Harvest Food Bank, more than 100
volunteers helped sort food.  The food
bank helps between 400 and 800 fami-
lies each week, depending on which lo-
cation they deliver food.

In downtown Muncie at the Hoosier
Heartland chapter of the American Red
Cross, volunteers assembled comfort kits
that would be distributed to people dis-
placed by house fires. The volunteers
even brought items for these comfort kits,
which include personal hygiene items.
Several weeks ago, the Red Cross re-
sponded to 11 house fires in the seven
county area they serve. “It’s very neat for
others to come in and help fill the need,”

Day of Outreach sends more than 600 United Methodists across Muncie
said Eva Hall, a volunteer with the Amer-
ican Red Cross.

The Rev. Nancy Richmond of Attica
First UMC, said, “We reach out and help
others. Church is a verb. This is one of
the things we can do.” Richmond added
that her church has been serving a free
community meal on Thursdays and may-
be a similar comfort kit for the residents
is something they could do.

Just down the street from the Red
Cross, Dick and Priscilla Campbell of
Newburgh UMC and Rev. Gary and Rev.
Sandy Cooper of New Albany Main
Street UMC and Depauw Memorial
UMC, respectively, and Rev. Tim
Johnson of Pfrimmer’s Chapel, were
picking up trash and having a prayer walk
and praying and talking with people
walking down the street. “We’re still
making a difference,” said Priscilla
Campbell.

Bob Brake of Selma UMC was coor-
dinating some of the work being done at
Christian Ministries of Delaware Coun-
ty by 20 volunteers. The homeless shel-
ter can house 17 homeless men and two
apartments for families and is supported
by more than 26 area churches. “Our
small group cooks dinner for them,” said
Brake.

Brake was overseeing 20 volunteers
pulling up carpet, painting rooms, replac-
ing ceiling tiles, general cleaning, sort-
ing and counting canned foods and more.
The Rev. Wendy Canon of Economy/
Greens Fork UMC was counting canned
foods.

“This is what God calls us to do to help
others who need help,” said Canon.
“What a blessing it is to do this. We’re
doing something to help the community
and individuals.

A few blocks away at Blood and Fire,
15-year-old Allyson Oakman of Terre
Haute Northside Community UMC,
helped set up a sidewalk sale in the sec-
ond-hand store. “It makes me think of
how privileged we are and how some
people aren’t,” said Oakman.”It’s a wake-

up call.” When she returns to Terre Haute,
Oakman is hoping to start something and
learn more about poverty issues and how
to address these issues.

On the other side of Blood and Fire,
which is a community organization dedi-
cated to helping the poor in Muncie’s
downtown neighborhoods, is a communi-
ty center where more volunteers were
cleaning its community center, baking
cookies for an after-school program, mow-
ing grass and cleaning flowerbeds. Jessica
Vogel of Blood and Fire was grateful for
the volunteers. “Everything we do is vol-
unteer-based,” said Vogel. “We are getting
a lot done in one day, especially as we’re
about going into the community.”

Michelle Grant of Indianapolis Wes-
ley UMC was baking cookies and count-
ing pretzels in the overly warm kitchen
at the community center. “I like doing
service projects,” said Grant. “It’s always
an enjoyable experience.”

Another service project grabbed the
call of several other youth and young
adults at the Muncie Mission on South
Liberty Street. They were dancing and
singing throughout the afternoon as they
washed the mission’s three large vans and
box truck. Emily Lumpkin of Modoc
Rehobath UMC, Jack Stringer of Fort
Wayne St. Joseph’s UMC, Megan Wright
of Fort Wayne Robinson Chapel UMC,
Kaylee Stoops of Monroe UMC and Ca-
sey Madsen of Odon Cornettsville UMC
were dancing with several adults the Holy
Ghost Shuffle. – MO

A United Methodist volunteer cleans a flower
bed during the Day of Outreach on June 12.
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Bishop Mike Coyner
thanked conference mem-
bers who took part in the
Day of Outreach to the Mun-
cie community. During Sat-
urday evening’s outreach
celebration service, he
opened by asking members
to multiply what they expe-
rience today and repeat it
back home. He then read
from John 6, the story of the
feeding of the 5,000.

Coyner said “Andrew is my
favorite disciple. He’s just
kind of regular like all of us.
My teachers called me ‘Bon-
nie’s brother.’”

The Disciple Andrew, Si-
mon’s brother, looked for pos-
sibilities. Three times we hear
more about Andrew looking
for possibilities, while Philip

Bishop challenges members to celebrate
multiplying God’s love with outreach back home

is saying it can’t be done. An-
drew had been following John
the Baptist. When he discov-
ers Jesus, he goes and tells his
brother. Andrew shared his
faith with his brother Simon,
by saying, “We have found the
Messiah.” Jesus transforms
Simon.

Andrew always looked
for possibilities. A boy’s
sack lunch doesn’t look
much at the end of the day.
Jesus blesses it, but the text
does not say Jesus multiplied
the boy’s sack lunch. May-
be what really happened is
that everyone shared. That
would be a miracle, too. An-
drew saw the possibility that
all could be the answer.

We all saw the possibili-
ties of today. When we take

ence: Carolyn Johnson informed the
conference about the 2011 election of
delegates to the 2012 General and Ju-
risdictional conferences, as well as
how to petition the General Confer-
ence. The General Church will alert the

Volunteers board a bus to go to one of the
10 launch sites across Muncie for the Day
of Outreach.

the little we accom-
plished, we multiply
God’s love in unbeliev-
able ways. “I want you
to take this experience
and do it back home.
Some of you have al-
ready done a day of
outreach,” he said. St.
Joseph UMC leaders in
South Bend surprised
their members with an-
nounced buses in their
church parking lot a
Sunday on their day of
outreach.

In the next year, do an
outreach day Bishop
Mike said. Remember
Andrew and the little kid, who
where the ones that saw the
possibilities in the hands of
Christ. The bishop challenged

Continued from page 1
Saturday morning plenary session

conference on how many clergy and
lay delegates Indiana can send.

Annual conference session: Next
year’s session will be June 9, 10 and
11 at Ball State University in Muncie.
– MO & DRG

New Deacons (left to right): Julie Macy, Sheri Ro-
hrer and Mary Beth Morgan

The praise and worship team, under the direction of Charles Scott of Fort Wayne,  lead the annual
conference in song during most worship services including the Outreach Celebration Service.

The Indiana Conference Daily
HUM News is a special service pro-
vided by Indiana United Methodist
Communications.

Your Daily News staff: Rev. Dr.
Daniel R. Gangler, Enid Gangler,
Erma Metzler, Matthew Oates and
Linda Hoopes.

members to take this event and
repeat it back home and make
multiplication possible. –
DRG
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During the final two-hour
session of the 2010 Indiana
Annual Conference, Bishop
Mike Coyner asked those to
be ordained and commis-
sioned on Sunday, June 13, not
to trifle their time away.  More
than 2,500 conference mem-
bers and guests filled Emens
Auditorium at Ball State in
Muncie.

During this “Celebration of
Ministry,” the conference or-
dained 19 elders and three
deacons, and commissioned
14 provisionary members.
(See Friday’s issue for the
names of these people.) Three
children of clergy families
were baptized.

Special music was per-
formed by the children’s,
adult, bell choirs and orches-
tra of St. Luke’s United Meth-
odist Church of Indianapolis.

An offering was received
for the cabinet’s emergency
fund to assist ministers in
need.

Coyner preached a sermon
titled, “Do Not Trifle,” based
on Isaiah 6:1-8, 2 Corinthians
6:1-10 and Matthew 28:16-20.

Directing his comments to
those about to be ordained or
commissioned, he said, “Ev-
ery year at annual confer-
ence, I ask the historic ques-
tions of John Wesley
(founder of Methodism), I
am reminded of his passion
for Christ, his commitment
to ministry and his compul-
sive personality.” The ques-
tion that stood out this past
year was Wesley’s statement
to not trifle one’s time.

Coyner said,”Last year, I

Conference gathers for worship, ordination

Bishop asks new clergy not to trifle their time away
turned 60. I don’t really feel
old. I have thought about the
reality that I now have fewer
years ahead of me than be-
hind me. I don’t want to waste
those years. I don’t want to
trifle my time away. I want to
make a difference in the
world, in the church and in
the Kingdom of God.”

He shared about his years
of reflecting on trifling.  I
thought immediately of all
of those meetings. Some of
them were something that
resulted in ministry. But I
think sometimes we had a
meeting just to have a meet-
ing. I thought back to regret
those times when I was not
the father or husband I
should have been.”

He continued, “We pull
out our calendars. A lot of
times I allowed that sched-
ule to get really full to make
me feel that I was doing
something important.”

Coyner shared that the
more he thought about it, Wes-
ley was probably a predeces-
sor to Steven Covey. Utilizing
a grid, Coyner stressed there
are important and urgent
emergencies; important but
not urgent planning; not im-
portant and urgent are inter-
ruptions; and not important
and not urgent are details.
“Most of our to-do lists are not
important or urgent, but just
the details of life.”

He then provided tips on
how not to trifle:
♦ Spend time with God. Of

all our time in ministry, if
we spend time with God,
we can help others spend

time with God. Ministry
can be really rich and pro-
found.

♦ Spend time with family.
“Forty years is a tribute to
her (Marsha Coyner),” said
Coyner, who noted they
were celebrating their 40th
anniversary that day. Don’t
let ministry become so im-
portant that you trifle away
time with your family.
When Coyner was a district
superintendent, he planned
meetings around his son’s
sports schedules and would
take his daughter and son
out to lunch during the
school day once-a-month.

♦ Be ready when ministry op-
portunities come along.

♦ Have a sense of urgency in
your ministry about the
important items. Right now
is the acceptable time for a
relationship with God.

♦ Don’t trifle with God. In
Acts,  the story of a
wealthy couple, give a
piece of land, in that con-
frontation both of those
people dropped dead be-
cause they lied to God.
“This ministry is about
things that are of urgency
and importance.”
Following his sermon, or-

dination and commissioning,
Coyner issued an invitation to
Christian ministry to those
who felt called to ordained
ministry.  –MO

Commissioned/Provisional (left to right): Front row: Kim King, Jim Clark,
Gregory Waggoner, Jacob Juncker, Lauren Hall and Donna Ward
Back row: Daniel Cho, Matt Landry, Damon Soper, Billy Nickrand, Anthony
Stone, Anthony Hunley, Chris Gadlage and Bessie Adams

Elders (left to right): Front row: Dave Scifres, Mary vanWijk, Ted Chalk, Ann
Spahr, LeKisha Reed, Alex Hershey, Karen Bray and Jerry Turner
Back row: Dave Marty, Kevin Wrigley, Warren Kirk, Dennis Adams, Ed van-
Wijk, Kevin Reed, Kevin DeKoninck, Bob Preusz, Rebecca Fisher, Bradford
Garrett and Brent Wright


