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Putting a face and song to our church’s Africa University 
Today the Indiana Annual Conference wel-

comes to Indiana the 15 members of a cham-
ber group and their director of the international-
ly known Africa University Choir. They arrived in 
the United States May 25 and will tour through 
June 17. The choir’s tour schedule includes 
itineration in local churches as well as perfor-
mances at the Oklahoma Annual Conference 
Session, which occurred last week in Oklahoma 
City, and this week at the Indiana Annual Con-
ference Session here in Indianapolis. The choir 
also will take part in this year’s centenary cel-
ebrations at The Lake Junaluska Assembly, with 
a performance at the opening worship service 
of the Lake Junaluska Summer Worship Series 
and an evening concert on June 16.

The touring choir features students from 
various African countries, all with a passion 
for music ministry. Its repertoire is drawn from 
the African praise and worship tradition and 
features songs in more than 18 languages, 
including English, French, Portuguese, Swahili 
(East and Central Africa); Shona and Ndebele 
(Zimbabwe); Zulu (South Africa); and Lingala 
(Democratic Republic of Congo). These songs 

speak of abiding faith in the face of trials and 
celebrate the fullness of God’s love. They 
inspire movement and are often joyful expres-
sions of gratitude and hope in Almighty God.

The director of the Africa University Choir, 
Mr. Tendekai Kuture, is a distinguished Zim-
babwean choral conductor. He is head of the 

Department of Music in the Faculty of Humani-
ties and Social Sciences at Africa University. 

We welcome our fellow United Methodists 
from AU as they sing during the worship experi-
ences today, tomorrow and Saturday morning. 
For more information about AU, visit www.
africau.edu. 

Welcome to the Fifth Annual Conference Session
Our Indiana Annual Conference Session 

Implementation Team welcomes you to the 
Indianapolis Convention Center, June 6-8 for 
this week’s gathering. Our quadrennial theme 
is Transform the World with a focus this year on 
Be A World Changer. Romans 12:1-2 from The 
Message is our theme verse for the week.  

Speakers and preachers include Indiana 
Bishop Mike Coyner; the Rev. James Salley of 
Africa University; the Rev. Rob Fuquay and his 
wife, Susan of St. Luke’s UMC in Indianapolis; 
the Rev. Cindy Reynolds, incoming executive 
assistant to Bishop Coyner and the Rev. Mark 
Beeson of Granger Community UMC.  

Passionate Worship will feature a chamber 
touring choir from Africa University. Worship 
services will be offered Thursday afternoon and 
before the teaching session on Friday morning, 
plus special worship services on tonight, Friday 
afternoon and evening and Saturday morning. 

The Prayer Room will be open and easily 
located by the Red Phone Booth in Hoosier 

Hallway. 
Our prayer is that you will experience joy, 

encouragement, and support through fellow-
ship, worship, outreach, teaching and the 
business sessions of the Indiana Conference. 
Please pray for Bishop Mike as he prepares to 
lead us in study, preaching and in those ses-
sions of worshipful work. Pray that we will be 
filled with the Spirit of the Lord inspiring and 
giving us hearts to be world changers who will 
transform the world.

Whether as member or guest, we are glad 
you are here and part of this Fifth Indiana An-
nual Conference Session. 

Bites & Pieces
Registration and Information Desk. 

Registration takes place in the main Hoosier 
Hallway. There will be two Hospitality Desks this 
year. One in Hoosier Hallway and along the hall 
by Capitol Avenue known as Capitol Hallway 
just outside the Worship Center in Hall K.

Displays and Vendors participation is 

growing with the increased space at the Con-
vention Center in Hall J. The Coffee Bar returns 
along with a new area, “Changing the World 
Through the Gift of Art,” where people will 
share many ways their art is touching the lives 
of people. (See page 2.)

Food Trucks. Food trucks with a variety 
of cuisines will be available on Georgia Street 
right outside the Main Entrance for Friday lunch 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Radical hospitality through ushers and 
greeters, information and help desk, signage 
and assistance for people with mobility chal-
lenges has been expanded. 

Motorized carts are available for those 
needing mobility assistance. They are based at 
the Hospitality Desk in the Capitol Hallway. 

Communication. For more information, 
please see the web page at www.inumc.org/
ac13, join the event by going to Indiana United 
Methodist Conference on Facebook, or follow 
on Twitter @inumconference/ #inac13. 

2013 Africa University Tour Choir to the United States
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Reynolds to preach tonight during 
memorial communion service

The Rev. Cindy Reynolds, Super-
intendent of the North District based 
in LaPorte, will preach this evening 
during the Service of Remembrance 
and Celebration of Life. Communion 
will be observed. This annual tradi-
tion commemorates the lives of 
Indiana United Methodist clergy and 
clergy spouses who have died during 
the past 12 months. 

Reynolds’ sermon is titled “The 
Stage of Life.” She has chosen Philip-
pians 2:13 and John 20:19-22 as 
her Scripture text for the sermon. 

New to the service this annual 
conference will be in inclusion of 
churches which are officially closing during this annual conference ses-
sion, realizing that death claims congregations just as it claims the lives 
of people, but death is not the end – only a new beginning. 

For those who don’t know Reynolds, here is some biographical infor-
mation about her. She grew up on a northern Indiana farm where she 
learned as a youth to do all things with excellence and integrity. She was 
ordained an Elder in the former North Indiana Conference in 1979. 

She has served as an associate minister at First UMC in Hobart, as 
pastor and director of the Wesley Foundation at Ball State University in 
Muncie, as pastor of Woodmar UMC in Hammond, as superintendent of 
the Huntington District, as pastor of Good Shepherd UMC in Fort Wayne, 
as Conference Council Director, and as superintendent of the former 
Warsaw District, former Calumet District and now the North District.

Reynolds also was chairperson of the Imagine Indiana process which 
united the former North and South Indiana conferences into the new Indi-
ana Conference created in 2009.

She will begin her new appointment as Executive Assistant to Bishop 
Coyner July 1 and will be based at the Indiana Conference Center in 
Indianapolis. 

Warm welcome from children of Indiana to 
greet Annual Conference members
INDIANAPOLIS – One of a kind, picture greeting cards welcome Indiana 
Annual Conference members. The cards come from children of United 
Methodist churches across the state and were placed in the annual con-
ference packets being distributed during member check in at the Indiana 
Convention Center. The Indiana Conference Implementation Team thanks 
both the children and the volunteers from United Methodist churches 
statewide who sent the cards for distribution. 

Prayer for Today
Protect the people attending the Family 

Night at Monument Circle, the Indianapolis Indi-
ans Baseball and the Fever Women’s Basketball 
Games and Praise Night. Help them be the light 
of hope as they carry the glory of God into the 
community. – Shared by Shirley Saddler, Indiana 
Conference Prayer Coordinator

Plenty to see and do during this 
year’s annual conference session

Several features and events 
introduced in 2012 will continue 
during this 2013 session. These 
include:
•	 Six creative, passionate wor-

ship services picking up on 
various styles of services wo-
ven together with the common 
theme of “Transforming the 
World: Be a World Changer;”

•	 Eight dynamic “World Changer” 
workshops to be held tomor-
row at 10:15 a.m. for the entire 
conference;

•	 A large display, vendors and 
coffee bar with more than 50 
booths. The exhibits will be 
open Thursday from 9 a.m. to 
9:30 p.m., Friday from 7 a.m. 
to 9:30 p.m. and Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to noon;

•	 Radical hospitality to better 
serve members and guests at 
the two hospitality centers;

•	 Family night on Monument 
Circle including information, 
games and food;

•	 Prayer Room marked by the 
red phone booth in Hoosier 
Hallway;

•	 Saturday morning Bishop’s 
Prayer Breakfast with U.S. 
Senator Richard Lugar plus

Saturday afternoon at the 
WNBA Fever’s game and Saturday 
night at Victory Field as the India-
napolis Indians take on the Norfolk 
Tides. These are only highlights of 
the four-days associated with the 
conference session. More informa-
tion will continue to be made avail-
able to www.inumc.org/ac13.

Many conference members and 
guests have already experienced:
•	 Community Outreach on 

Wednesday with 150 vol-
unteers serving at Fletcher 
Place Community Center and 
continuing volunteer projects 
in the Brightwood neighbor-
hood with Habitat for Human-
ity and Neighbor-to-Neighbor 
house repairs, painting at the 
Brightwood Community Center, 
packing or serving lunches for 
homeless at Roberts Park UMC 
in downtown Indianapolis and 
knitting baby blankets for Riley 
Hospital for Children plus a

•	 Fun Run up and down the river 
in White River State Park Thurs-
day morning benefiting Indiana 
Conference Campus Ministries.
There’s plenty to see and do 

during this year’s Indiana Annual 
Conference Session. 

Check out the Art Fair ‘Changing 
the World with the Gift of Art’ 

God has blessed us all with our own unique gifts, talents and 
passions. How do we use these gifts to change the world? We 
may feel that art is not our “gift,” but we all have the passion to 
share this amazing gift with many. 

A group of Indiana artists have come together to share how 
they have used their art as a service to all God’s people, while 
growing their own passion. From a local artist that teaches art in 
our prison system and allows the inmates to express their deep 
emotions, to an artist that recycles old advertising banners and 
creates amazing items that just warm ones heart. 

Art therapy is a tool well integrated in our school system and 
we have a few stories to share about this powerful teaching tool 
from schools that treasure this therapy. 

The artists are with us during the Indiana Annual Conference 
Session this week to share their art form and how they have cre-
atively used this to serve and share God’s love. Check out “Chang-
ing the World with the Gift of Art” in the exhibits area in Hall J. 

Reynolds
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Bishop’s Report to the 2013 Session of the Indiana Conference 
I was pleased last summer when the North Central Juris-

diction assigned me back to Indiana to serve my final qua-
drennium as your Bishop. This past fall in District Days in all 
ten districts, I shared my hopes for these years and my prayer 
that I might “finish strong.” During those District Days, I also 
invited those in attendance to share their hopes and dreams 
for our Indiana Conference, and the Committee on Episcopacy 
has helped me to review hundreds of cards and e-mails with 
your suggestions. My thanks to the team from the Commit-
tee on Episcopacy who helped that process including: Kayc 
Mykrantz, Julie Pimlott, Larry Marhanka and Diane Purnell.

As I shared in the January 2013 issue of Hoosier United 
Methodists Together, our conference newspaper, we also have 
launched three “Spiritual Leadership Teams” to help our Con-
ference leadership become more effective spiritual leaders. Un-
der the consultation and coaching of Spiritual Leadership, Inc. 
(SLI), those three teams are: the Cabinet Team, the Directors Team and a 
Bishop’s Team. These three teams have been working on the SLI process 
of “Loving one another and God, Learning together and Leading.”  

A part of the work of these three teams has been to discern the major 
emphases of our Indiana Conference for the future. Please note that this 
whole process is not about “saving our denomination” or “saving the 
Indiana Conference.” This is a process of discerning God’s direction for 
our future in order for each of us in our own unique way (no one size fits 
all) to be a world-changer who helps usher the Reign of God into our 
churches, our state and our world.

In a wonderful confluence of the guidance of God’s Spirit, the re-
sponse from those District Days and the work of our three Spiritual Lead-
ership Teams have come together around these priorities:
•	 Excellence in leadership (both clergy and laity),
•	 Vibrant congregations of faithful disciples,
•	 Reaching a new generation for Christ, 
•	 Carrying and sharing the vision of God’s Reign and
•	 Efficient administrative support for our ministries. 

For each of these five priorities, the teams are developing 
a whole series of implications and ministries to achieve them, 
but for now the Spiritual Leadership Teams would like to have 
your feedback. Here are three questions to which the teams 
seek responses:
•	Are these priorities the appropriate ones for our Indiana 
Conference?
•	Can you support these priorities and help us to achieve 
them?
•	Do you have other suggestions or areas of emphasis that 
we have overlooked?

You are welcome to give your responses and feedback di-
rectly to me at bishop@inumc.org or you can comment directly 
to any of the members of the Bishop’s Team listed here:

The Rev. David Byrum (the Chairperson of the Cabinet), 
the Rev. David VW Owen (the current Executive Assistant to 

the Bishop), the Rev. Cindy Reynolds (the incoming Executive Assistant 
to the Bishop), Mrs. Jennifer Gallagher (the Conference Treasurer), Mr. 
Roger Summers (the Lay Leader of the NE District), and Mrs. Doris Clark 
(the Lay Leader of the Central District).

We know that these are large, over-arching priorities. Here is what 
each of us can do:
•	 Pray for God’s guidance for our Indiana Conference;
•	 Live your own life as an inspired, enthusiastic lay or clergy leader and 

disciple of Jesus;
•	 Be intentional in seeking and sharing the vision of what God is doing;
•	 Submit your personal agendas to God’s agenda and 
•	 Define and overcome any obstacles to following God’s agenda.

Thanks again for the privilege of serving as your Bishop. May God 
continue to bless and guide our Indiana Conference and may we all re-
sponse to God’s call to follow Christ, help make disciples and transform 
the world.

Yours in Christ,
Bishop Mike Coyner

Security during the Annual Conference 
Session in downtown Indianapolis
•	 In order to fully enjoy your stay 

in the city, we would recom-
mend the following points to 
consider as you attend Annual 
Conference: Please remember 
that while Indianapolis offers 
many opportunities for fun and 
fellowship, you will need to stay 
vigilant as you travel around 
the city. 

•	 It is important to remember 
to always keep an eye on your 
personal belongings during 
your stay. 

•	 Take note of where you park 
your car and how you enter and 
exit the Indiana Convention 
Center. 

•	 Many of the parking structures 
as well as the entrances and 
pathways to the Convention 

Center look alike and can be 
confusing if you are not familiar 
with the city. 

•	 Never walk around downtown 
Indianapolis alone at night and 
always stay on the main streets 
if you need to venture out. 

•	 Utilize the “take-a-buddy” 
system if you are unfamiliar 
with the city and want to enjoy 
downtown without the stress of 
getting lost. 
Finally, if you have a problem or 

question during your stay, please 
reach out for one of the Annual 
Conference Session hospitality 
volunteers and they will be more 
than happy to assist you. We hope 
you have a joyful and safe stay in 
Indianapolis. For more informa-
tion, go to www.visitindy.com.

UMC Youth Workers will 
have a presence at the Annual 
Conference Session
INDIANAPOLIS 
– UMC youth work-
ers from across 
Indiana will have 
a noted presence 
along with youth 
this week during 
the Indiana Annual 
Conference Session in the Indi-
ana Convention Center. To see 
what’s being offered and when, 

connect with the 
UMC youth workers 
on Facebook.com at 
Indiana UMC Youth 
Workers. Join the 
500 youth workers 
that have already 
“liked” the site and 

on the Web at www.inumccon-
nect.org. Follow on Twitter @
INUMCyouth. 

Free portraits taken during the session
Lifetouch Directories will be taking portraits for the new Lay Mem-

ber and Clergy directory during Annual Conference in Room 232. Each 
person having an individual portrait taken will receive a complimentary 8 
x 10 inch print and a copy of the directory.
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Late Night featuring 
Amy Cox coming Friday 
night to Hard Rock

Join the Young Adult Ministries Team at 
Hard Rock Café at 9:30 p.m. Friday, June 7 for 
great fellowship and music! Also, get a sneak 
peek at the Lion and Lamb Festival, coming to 
Indiana, Labor Day weekend 2013. Food is on 
your own. Music will feature last year’s Friday 
night worship leader, Amy Cox. 

Friends of Africa University 
to feature choir member at 
annual conference breakfast

While the 
Africa University 
Choir is in Indi-
ana for Annual 
Conference this 
week, they will 
be participating 
in the Friends 
of Africa Univer-
sity breakfast 
on Friday morn-
ing, June 7 at 
the Indiana Convention Center in Indianapolis. 
One of their members will speak about his/
her experiences on campus and the education 
being received there. The breakfast is by reser-
vation. Registration is closed. If you would like 
more information about the Friends of Africa 
University, contact Ruth Ellen Stone at ruthel-
len1@juno.com. 

The Indiana Conference Daily HUM 
News is a special service provided by 
Indiana United Methodist Communi-
cations. Your Daily News staff: Dan 
Gangler, Erma Metzler, Enid Gangler 
and Jennifer Meadows. The Annual 
Conference newsroom is located in the 
ticket office.

Upper Room Ministries editor-publisher  
to offer World Changing Prayer workshop 

Sarah Wilke, world editor and 
publisher of Upper Room Ministries (an 
ecumenical organization and ministry 
of the General Board of Discipleship), 
will return to the Indiana Annual Con-
ference this year. This time she will 
offer a workshop not yet listed titled 
“World Changing Prayer.” The Upper 
Room devotional guide is published 
in 44 languages. Each month there 
are more than 30,000 prayer calls to 
the Upper Room Prayer line. This workshop will 
tell the stories of world changing prayer and 
ministry. Upper Room is currently celebrating 
the 75th Anniversary of the Spanish language 
edition with a brief video of how Anglo churches 

are using the Upper Room Span-
ish language edition to reach out 
to their neighbors. The workshop 
will be offered to registered partici-
pants at 10:15 a.m. Friday, June 7 
in the Indiana Convention Center. 
The Upper Room devotional guide 
is published in 44 languages. Each 
month there are over 30,000 
prayer calls to the Upper Room 
Prayer line. Upper Room is cur-

rently celebrating the 75th Anniversary of its 
Spanish language edition with a brief video of 
how Anglo churches are using the Upper Room 
Spanish language edition to reach out to their 
neighbors.

Wilke


