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Do justice,

Love kindness,

Walk humbly

with God.
MICAH 6:8

The Indiana Annual Conference wel-

comes Dr. Marcia McFee of Truckee,

Calif., to our session. McFee is an au-

thor, worship designer and leader, pro-

fessor, preacher and artist. Her engaging

and interactive style has been called “re-

freshing,” “inspiring” and “unforgetta-

ble.” She combines her background and

experience in professional companies of

music, theater and dance with a variety

of worship and preaching styles in order

to bring a fresh experience of the Gospel

to each worship setting.

She specializes in designing and lead-

ing conference worship. During the past

two decades, she has coordinated wor-

ship for countless regional and agency

conferences.  In 2008 she designed and

led 22 worship services during a 10-day

period for the quadrennial General Con-

Welcome to Marcia McFee
ference of The United Methodist Church.

She will be worship leader again for the

2012 General Conference.

At our conference, she will lead a two-

hour teaching session this Thursday

morning from 9 to 11 and worship Fri-

day morning at 9 with the Praise Team.

She also has played a major role in the

design of our special worship service Fri-

day evening and Saturday morning.

Catch her via web streaming at

www.inumc.org, click on Annual Confer-

ence Session.

McFee received a master’s of theolog-

ical studies degree at Saint Paul School

of Theology in Kansas City, Mo., with a

concentration in preaching and worship,

where she recently received the Outstand-

ing Graduate Award from the Alumni

Association.  She earned a Ph.D. in litur-

gical studies at the Graduate Theological

Union in Berkeley, Calif., with an allied

field of ethics. She has been a guest lec-

turer and adjunct faculty at nine seminar-

ies and served as the North Texas Con-

ference (UMC) Consultant on Worship

& the Arts. For more information, visit

www.marciamcfee.com.

Wednesday night during the Clergy Ex-

ecutive Session of the 2011 Indiana Con-

ference, these individuals were approved

for retirement. Each is listed followed by

the years of service.  They include: Ran-

dall Brady, 10;  Steven Brittenham, 19;

Janice Sue Cartee, 25; Robert Hayes-Ben-

nett, 31½;  Cynthia  Anne Kumeh, 17½;

Mary Z. Longstreth, 39; Eugene Merrick,

21; Michael Neff, 7; Ray “Bud” Probas-

co, 32½ ; Jose Ramirez, 3; Jack Shake,

18; Paul Shankland, 5; Lynn Snyder, 15¾;

Katharine Walker, 24½; Judith Adams, 14;

Donald Brenneman, 36; Jean Brindel, 36;

Kenneth Burcham, 26; Gordon Burton,

36; Robert Coleman, 39; Ted Cutrell, 26;

Kaye Ferguson-Patton, 16; Paul Fulp,

29½; J. Morris Hannah, 27; Michael

2011 Indiana Conference new retirees

50 clergy to retire from active ordained ministry
Heath, 33; Barb Hedrick, 5; Rosella

Helms, 8; Thomas Hoehner, 26; Hollis

Huber, 26½; Ronald Johnson, 9; James

Lamb, 4; James MacDonald, 25; James

McDowell, 8; Mary Ellen McGawn, 14;

Ed Mead, 15; M. Kent Millard, 47; Philip

Mitchell, 12; Pamela Montgomery, 21;

Blake Neff, 32; Norm Nellis, 41; Keith

Olson, 39; Charlotte Overmyer, 21;

Michael Reed, 36; Jo An Schaetzle, 6½;

David Schwarz, 22; John Smith, 37; John

Wantz, 31; Karen Rhoades Welling, 19;

Doug Witt, 30½; Joe Wyatt, 39. The 2011

Indiana Conference retirees represent

1,161 years of service. A service of Re-

tirement Recognition will be held on Fri-

day during the morning session at 10:30

a.m.

The Indiana Conference Daily

HUM News is a special service pro-

vided by Indiana United Methodist

Communications. The newsroom

for the Annual Conference is locat-

ed on the basement level of the au-

ditorium under the stage.

Your Daily News staff: Rev. Dr.

Daniel R. Gangler, Enid Gangler,

Erma Metzler, Matthew Oates and

Linda Hoopes.
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The third annual conference session

for the Indiana Conference opened with

words of greetings from conference co-

lay leaders Ike Williams and Kayc

Mykrantz and then a ballot for the laity

delegation to General Conference. Re-

sults will be reported during Thursday

morning sessions.

Karen Schwartz of Fountain United

Methodist Church was the winner of this

year’s laity manuscript contest.

Schwartz’s manuscript was titled

“What Does Passionate Worship Mean to

Me?” and is based on Psalm 113.

She began by sharing with the laity

about what she is passionate about: fam-

ily, her farm, various hobbies and activi-

ties and more – without any hesitation.

“These seemingly superfluous preferenc-

es represent core level, instinctive pas-

sions,” said Schwartz. “But, when con-

sidering the topic, ‘What Does Passion-

ate Worship Mean to Me?’ that’s a com-

pletely different experience on many lev-

els. Do I love worship? Am I passionate

about the worship service?”

To further explore passionate worship,

she developed a PASSION chart, with

each letter representing an aspect of wor-

ship.

P stands for peace. Schwartz sat in her

church on a Saturday afternoon and ex-

perienced incredible peace in the desert-

ed church sanctuary. “No communication

with fellow worshippers, no music, no

distractions – just meditation about what

worship in this church means to me.” Her

church’s foundation came from the still

house of William Henry Harrison and was

organized as a German Reform Church

in the mid-1800s. “Faith marches on at

Fountain.”

A stands for the altar. “Three years ago

our historic church was flooded. The con-

gregation, community and the conference

came together to help us rebuild.  This

year, we were successful in reinstalling

the altar.  I don’t think we realized how

much we had missed this piece of wood.”

Evening laity session opens conference
S stands for Scripture.

“The best definition I have

heard of the words from

the Bible come from the

Junior Bible Quiz defini-

tion, which is the first piece

of knowledge that every

student had to master be-

fore moving on to the next

level. The comprehensive

definition is given as: ‘The

Bible is the inspired word

of God and His revelation,

to man of Himself and His

plan of salvation.’”

S represents song. “Singing is an inte-

gral part of the worship experience for

me.  I can’t begin to express how much

the old familiar hymns mean to me,” said

Schwartz. “God has blessed me with the

talent to remember all the virtually all

verses to all those old hymns I grew up

singing.”

I stands for inspiration. “Although I

passionately enjoy every part of the Bi-

ble, I am especially partial to Isaiah. Isa-

iah Chapter 3 gives us the perfect tem-

plate for the inspired way we should live

our lives: ‘Come let us go up to the moun-

tains of the Lord, to the house of the God

of Jacob.  He will teach us his ways, so

that we may walk in his paths.’”

O represents “Our Joys and Con-

cerns.” Fountain begins with triumphs

and joys and then moves to the concerns

of the people. “This is a vital component

of the worship ceremony as we demon-

strate our concern for one another.”

N stands for new life. “All of the

above mentioned items – the peace, the

altar, the songs, the scriptures, our joys

and concerns and even inspiration and

Isaiah, don’t mean anything without the

new life which we have through Jesus

Christ.”

Schwartz talked about the clash be-

tween religion and society. “How did the

two – religion and our daily life experi-

ences - ever get separated, compartmen-

talized? In our minutely scheduled, re-

strictive view, we have our religious ex-

periences on Sunday thrown in. The rest

of the time, we are definitely of this

world.”

How do we respond to the work week,

with its numerous activities and events.

Even in church, we act a certain way as

we pray and sing and other activities. We

even subconsciously say “See you next

week” to a variety of worship experienc-

es. “Our religious calling is replaced with,

‘We’re just too busy…I’ve just got too

many things to do.’”

Schwartz believes that the way to get

back on track is to start with children and

start by going to church on Sunday. “It

shouldn’t be just something that we do.

It should be something that we passion-

ately want to do. But our religious expe-

rience shouldn’t end there. It should car-

ry with us throughout the week and

throughout our lives.”

Other recipients of awards for the

manuscript contest include Jerry Babitz,

first runner up from Centenary UMC in

the North Central District; and a tie for

second runner up between Karen Rice,

Cicero UMC in the North Central Dis-

trict; and John Wakeman, Faith UMC in

the Central District.

Liturgical dance was provided by

MuncieGethsemane UMC Youth Mime

Ministry and Muncie Women of Worship.

The Muncie Women of Worship provide liturgical dance during
the laity session.
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The clergy executive session Wednes-

day night approved these four candidates

for commissioning and 24 candidates for

ordination. They will be commissioned

or ordained on Saturday morning during

the 10 a.m. worship service. Those being

commissioned as provisional members

include: Lowell Gregg Black of Chester-

ton, Jungbum Kim of Fishers, Samuel

Leon Padgett of Corydon and Daniel Lee

Payton of Patoka.

Those being ordained as Deacons in-

clude: Chiyona A’Leeta Bourne of Indi-

anapolis, Candyce Krider Kaiser of Li-

gonier, Marcy Lynn Patrick of Lebanon

and Amanda Renae Connett Rochelle of

Huntsville, Ala.

Those being ordained as Elders include:

Stanley D. Abell of Indianapolis, Sharon

Lea Baker of Gary, Michael Brice Collins

of Coydon, Gregory Kent Davis of Loo-

gootee, Kevin Walter Drane of Royal Cen-

ter, Jill Moffett Howard of Terre Haute,

Tony Lee Johnson of Bargersville, Robert

Michael Kumpf of Brazil, Michael Ted

Lawson of Marion, Ethan Lloyd Maple of

Indianapolis, Kevin Eugene Marsh of But-

ler, Jean Stone Ness of Cromwell, Adam

Michael Payne of Willow Branch, Andrew

Dennis Payton of Tell City, Renee Kath-

leen Perkins of Bicknell, Kevin Malcolm

Raidy of Valparaiso, Jackie Dee Smith of

Fort Wayne, Jenifer Lee Stuelpe-Gibbs of

Bloomington, Matthew Allen Swisher of

Veedersburg and Nathan Eric Whybrew of

Munster.

By the numbers in Indiana
2009 197,349 members

116,737 average worship atten-

dance

2010 200,620 members

117,750 average worship atten-

dance

2009 4,172 professions of faith

3,670 baptisms

2010 4,138 professions of faith

3,624 baptisms

Catch the conference

online
Catch the conference online for web

streaming of each plenary session at

www.inumc.org, click on Annual Confer-

ence Session; on Facebook at 2011 An-

nual Conference Session plus Indiana

United Methodists, and on Twitter @in-

umconference #inumconf11. Share your

conference experience with others around

the world.

Prayer Room
The Conference Prayer Room is locat-

ed in the same building as Emens Audi-

torium. Follow the signs.

Laity members of the annual conference meeting laity candidates who in-
dicated a “willingness to serve” during a “Meet & Greet” session at the
Atrium Food Court on Wednesday, June 8.Lay members of the annual conference cast their f irst ballot during the

laity session on Wednesday evening.

Clergy executive session actions

Conference Election Team members count ballots on Wednesday evening. Results will be announced
during the morning session on Thursday.



4 Thursday, June 9, 2011
Indiana Conference Daily HUM News

Today we will experience reports from

these groups: the Conference Council on

Finance and Administration (CFA), wor-

ship and Bible study with Bishop Coyner,

Congregational Development, the new

United Methodist Foundation of Indiana,

the Rejuvenate Project, Trustees, Pen-

sions and Insurance, Mission Outreach

Celebration and Monitoring Report.

We also will take part in seven more

or less ballots for the election of 9 cler-

gy, 9 laity as General Conference dele-

gates, 3 clergy and 3 laity reserve dele-

gates, plus 9 clergy and 9 laity to the

North Central Jurisdictional Conference

and 3 clergy and 3 laity reserve delegates.

Who will finish their elections first – la-

ity or clergy? Prayer will preface each

ballot. Please don’t vote until after the

prayer. Thank you.

What’s up on

Thursday?

Indiana Bishop Mike Coyner thanked

Muncie for a WARM (94 degree) wel-

come to the Indiana Annual Conference

Clergy Executive session Wednesday

night at Union Chapel UMC in northeast

Muncie. The session, attended by more

than 1,000 clergy, was presented in a for-

mat of worship, which was embellished

by Union Chapel singers leading in the

traditional hymn, “Are We Yet Alive.”

After singing the hymn, Coyner re-

minded clergy that since we have last met

New clergy welcomed as all clergy asked to plant seeds of ministry
we remember those whom we have lost

recently, like Pastor David Cross of Wa-

bash, and now pray for those who are very

ill, like Pastor Stan Buck of Fort Wayne.

During the two hour session, the sta-

tus of all clergy was considered, 50 retir-

ees were recognized and approved for

retirement status. They will be received

by the whole conference during the Fri-

day morning plenary session. This part

of the session was led by the Rev. John

Grove, chair of the Board of Ordained

Ministry.

The importance of inviting members

into ordained was emphasized in a testi-

monial presentation by

retiring Senior Pastor

Kent Millard of St.

Luke’s UMC of India-

napolis. Millard shared

how a Methodist Church

in South Dakota inter-

vened, when he was elev-

en years old, in his alco-

holic father’s life. During

an Alcoholics Anony-

mous meeting, his father

was touched by God. Millard said, his

father came home and announced to his

family that they were going to church.

Millard said it was the unconditional ac-

ceptance of his alcoholic family changed

the life of everyone in his family. “In that

moment, I knew we were loved.”

But it wasn’t until Millard was invited

by a pastor during his university years,

that he seriously considered ordained

ministry. Millard said, his pastor planted

the seed with his dad’s conversion. That

seed grew.

Millard then asked his clergy col-

leagues to plant the seed that will some-

day open the door for others to follow us

in (the ordained) ministry.

Toward the end of the session, the Rev.

Don Ransford of Eben-

ezer and Farmersburg

UMCs and chairperson

of the local pastors and

associate members, re-

ported on the status of

the local pastors, many

of whom serve part-time

rural churches across In-

diana.

Follow the end of the

executive session busi-

ness, the clergy cast their first ballot in

the election of nine delegates to General

Conference.

Clergy members vote on their first ballot during
Wednesday evening clergy exective session.

Candiates for Elders are welcomed during the clergy executive session at Union Chapel UMC in Muncie.

Millard


