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I have been attending a UMC congregation for as long as I can remember. My parents 
were very involved in our local church, and I became involved in a variety of ways as 
well. My church community was very influential on me as I grew up, and my best friends 
were from my church as well. I loved my church community, but it was not until I went 
away to college and the years after that I realized how much of a blessing it was growing 
up in that UMC congregation. 
 
 I did not realize how much diversity there is within Christianity until my college 
years. Some of the differences between traditions are quite significant. As I began to 
learn and experience more, I realized that I not only appreciated my local church 
community, but also the Wesleyan tradition and being part of the UMC connection. 
Inherent in our history and tradition is the importance of personal sanctification, worked 
out within community, and living out the faith by serving, seeking justice, and sharing the 
Gospel with others. The balance of personal sanctification and ministry for others is 
based on the conviction that, because of Christ’s redemptive work, the Holy Spirit is 
already moving and inviting all people to join in the restoration of all Creation. My 
appreciation has only grown as I have continued to be formed in my local churches and 
the larger connection within the context of these convictions. 
 
 After my college and seminary years, in which I met my wife who is now a UMC 
pastor, I began to feel the call not only to engage in ministry locally as a layperson, but 
to contribute to the ministry of the UMC connection in other ways. This led to a journey 
that has included serving in the Lay Servant Ministries program and now serving on the 
Conference staff as the Associate Director of Leadership Development - Laity & 
Discipleship. Serving as a jurisdictional delegate is another way that I am blessed to 
serve the UMC connection. 
 
 There can be no denying that there are deep divisions within the UMC. Yet, I still 
believe all of our UMC siblings can maintain a focus on the mission given by Jesus to 
make maturing disciples. I am committed to working for a connection or structure that 
allows for the greatest ministry impact, and choosing leaders who will keep disciple 
making at the forefront. I believe there are many possibilities for realizing this, and I look 
forward to working with our delegation and delegates from around the jurisdiction. Pray 
with us as we seek to honor God in the days and decisions ahead. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
R.C. Muhlbaier 
 
	


