
Indiana Conference Delegation Endorses Fulbright as Episcopal Nominee 
 
INDIANAPOLIS - The members of the Indiana Conference Delegation 
to the 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conferences met on January 11, 
2020, and are excited and pleased to announce the Rev. Dr. Aleze M. 
Fulbright as their episcopal nominee for the North Central Jurisdiction 
of The United Methodist Church. 
 
Fulbright, an ordained Elder in The United Methodist Church, is 
committed to the mission, vision, and ministry of the Church. An 
adaptive leader, with a broad background, possessing a strong passion 
in striving for excellence, and creating sustainable systems and 
structures, she is a person of conviction in living a personal mission to 
encourage, equip, and empower people to live on purpose through their 
God-giveness. 
 
Rev. Russ Abel, Superintendent of the East District and Chairperson of 
the 2020 Delegation, shared, “I am excited and blessed to celebrate our 
delegation's endorsement of Dr. Aleze Fulbright.”  
 
He continued, “Aleze is the type of leader needed in this moment, for a time such as this, in The United 
Methodist Church. Her visionary leadership and deep faith will help us all move forward in the mission. 
Our delegation, in their 68% majority support of her endorsement, saw in her what I see in her, hopeful 
leadership for a hopeful future in the Church.” 
 
“I am thankful for the work of our Indiana Conference Delegation in creating a process to examine and 
endorse the Conference’s nominee for the Episcopacy. And I will be in prayer for Dr. Fulbright and the 
other nominees around our Connection throughout this process,” noted Bishop Julius C. Trimble, 
Resident Bishop of the Indiana Conference.  
 
Fulbright currently serves as the Superintendent of the Central District, which extends across six 
counties in Central Indiana, including the complexities of cities such as Indianapolis and towns such as 
Amo, and the vastness of diversity within the district’s 110 congregations. Previously, she served as the 
Conference (District) Superintendent of the East District, Director of Leadership Development for the 
Indiana Annual Conference, Associate Director for the Center of Leadership Development in the North 
Texas Conference of The United Methodist Church, Associate Pastor of First United Methodist Church 
Commerce, and Campus Minister of Wesleyan Campus Ministries at Texas A&M University-
Commerce. Before accepting the call to full-time vocational ministry, she was an accountant for ten 
years and served corporations and non-profits in the Dallas-Fort Worth area, including the post of 
Assistant Controller of the United Way of Metropolitan Dallas, Inc. 
 
In her role as the Indiana Conference’s inaugural Director of Leadership Development, she casted a 
vision that helped discover, develop, and deploy fruitful leaders, both lay and clergy, to support the 
mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  
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Kim Arnott, Indiana Conference Director of Lay Servant Ministries and 2020 Jurisdictional Conference 
Delegate shared, “Dr. Fulbright has been a strong leader and advocate for laity in the Indiana 
Conference. Her ongoing support of the Lay Servant Ministry program and leadership in these areas 
have been instrumental in empowering laypersons to discern and live out their call to ministry.”  
 
“She is able to recognize each individual’s giftedness and, in turn, encourage them to use these gifts for 
ministry in their unique context,” continued Arnott. 
 
Fulbright’s work in leadership development continues to bear fruit in Indiana and throughout the 
Connection, as she leads, teaches, and consults with churches and conferences across the United States. 
 
“I’ve had the blessing, like many others, to benefit from Dr. Fulbright’s leadership. It’s an absolute joy 
to know that our Indiana delegation has endorsed her for the office of bishop,” said Rev. Ronnie Bell, 
Senior Pastor of Cumberland United Methodist Church in Indianapolis and 2020 General Conference 
Delegate. 
 
Bell also noted, "aside from the deep symbolic significance of the Indiana Annual Conference endorsing 
an African-American woman for the episcopacy, our North Central Jurisdiction and our entire global 
connection bears more fruit due to Fulbright’s gifts of strategic, straight-talking, authentic, Christ-
centered leadership.” 
 
In response to the endorsement, Fulbright states, “I have been asked ‘why are you running for bishop in 
The United Methodist Church, especially now?’” 
 
She shared, “my response is that I am not running for the Office of the Episcopacy, but rather, I am 
responding to God's calling to avail myself for an expanded leadership opportunity to serve God and 
The Church. For me, this takes away the political nature and grounds me in simply following another 
nudge of God as I have done by serving as a lay person, responding to the call to ordained ministry, 
serving in appointments across the Connection, and now leaning in as God leads me along this path.” 
 
Fulbright earned a Bachelor of Science in Accounting from Missouri State University, a Master of 
Divinity from Texas Christian University, as well as a Doctorate of Ministry in Pastoral Leadership from 
Houston Graduate School of Theology. Additionally, she has completed the Executive Certificate in 
Religious Fundraising from Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis Lily School of 
Philanthropy Lake Institute of Faith and Giving, and holds a Certificate in Nonprofit Executive 
Leadership from Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis, and a Certificate in Executive 
Leadership from Southern Methodist University. She is also a Certified Coach and Consultant for 
Birkman International, and Associate Certified Coach for the International Coaching Federation. She is 
also certified in Meditation Skills from the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center. 
 
Beyond her context of professional ministry, Fulbright serves on the Board of Bethany Fellows as Vice 
Chairperson, the Treasurer for the Omega Nu Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority 
Incorporated, member of the Spiritual Oversight Committee for the Midwestern Region of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority Incorporated, and a member of the National Association of Parliamentarians. 
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Fulbright’s greatest joy is her son, Myron D. Fisher Jr, a Middle School Educator and Basketball Coach 
who resides in Wichita, Kansas with his furbabies, Appa and Momo. 
 
The 2020 North Central Jurisdictional Conference is set for July 15-17 in Fort Wayne, Indiana. More 
information about the North Central Jurisdictional Conference can be found at 
https://www.ncjumc.org/ncj-2020/. 
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