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I grew up as a Roman Catholic, only son of Cuban parents.  Most of my upbringing was 

about “shoulds.” My faith was not much different, but I always felt that God created 

me fully in God’s image and that Jesus came that we (that I) might have full 

abundance of life – John 10:10. What I knew was that God loved me and all of God’s 

creation just the same. Unfortunately, humans and church institutions often get in the 

way. What I found with Broadway UMC in Indianapolis was a loving open and affirming 

place. A community that really “seeks, welcomes, and values all people”. I felt home.  

The Wesleyan quadrilateral also made a very strong and powerful connection within me 

– especially in that God reveals God-self through reason along with and through holy 

scripture, tradition and experience. When asked by a pharisee who was trying to trick 

Jesus, what was the greatest commandment; Jesus made it incredibly clear putting love 

above law, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 

and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like 

unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all 

the law and the prophets.”   

 

The decisions of special GC 2019 and division within the UMC, compelled me to be 

part of the process – to be a voice. I wanted to help the broader UMC church so that all 

may find “home” within. Initially, I thought that the UM Church could heal and stay as 

one tent. Unfortunately, I now appreciate that that may not be possible. Many have 

desired a church that excludes others picking and choosing only certain scripture to 

rationalize their biases. So, division is sadly inevitable. The church that remains will 

eventually have a lot of work to do to free itself of oppressive language in the Book of 

Disciple as well as in practices. The church that remains will become a liberated home 

where all are welcome and desired – all races, young/old; rich/poor; 

progressives/traditionalists; straight/gay; female/male, and everything in between. I am 

very hopeful for this new expression of the United Methodist church. We will continue 

to be “real and relevant” by shining light on the abundance of God everywhere and 

within everyone. 

 

“I came that they may have life and have it abundantly” John 10:10 


